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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute info 
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ECHOES FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION CONVENTION 


PARTICIPATION BY THE THIRD WING 
By the Barksdale Field Correspondent 


The high light of the National American 
Legion Convention, held in New York City, 
September 20-23, 1937, was tue GHQ Air 
force participation on Tuesday, September 
elst, involving the Second Wing, Langley 
Field, Va., and the Third Wing, Barksdale 
Field, La. 

Composing the Second Wing were the 2nd 
Bombardment Group, consisting of four 
Bel? Bombers; the 8th Pursuit Group, con- 
sisting of eighteen Consolidated P-B2 
Pursuit Bombers, and the lst Pursuit 
Group, consisting of eighteen P-26 Pur- 
suit planes from Selfridge Field, Mica. 
Mitchel Field, Long Islan 
ead by the 9th Bombardment 
ing of B-10 Bombers. 

e Third Wing was represented by the 
ord Attack Group, consisting of the 13th 
and 90th Attack Squadrons, each equipped 
with eighteen A-17A Attack planes, the 
total personnel numbering 35 officers 
ard 56 enlisted men, under the command 
of Major P.L, Williams. 

At 6:00 a.m., Sunday, September 19th, 
the 13th Attack Squadron, under the com- 
mand of lst Lieut. R.H, Lee, departed 
from Barksdale Field for New York, via 
Atlanta, Ga. i overnizht at 
Bolling Field, D.C., the Squadron arriv- 
ed at Mitchel Field, N.Y., on Mond 
morning. The 9)th Attack Squadron, leav- 
ing Barksdale Field shortly after the 
the departure of the 13th Attack, follow- 
ed a route via Maxwell Field, Ala., and 
Pepe Field, N.C., staying overnight at 
Langley Field, Va., and arriving at 
Mitchel Field on Monday’ morning. 

_ Quarters were assigned shortly follow- 
irs arrival at Mitchel Field and instruc- 
vious relative to operations on the fol- 
a°Wwing day were received. <A cordial wel- 
cous was extended by Mitchel Field offi- 
cors, many of the visiting officers be- 
ing their guests while there. 

se P free until 10:00 o'clock the 
following morning, many of the officers 
took advantage of the opportunity to be- 
come better acquainted with everything 
in general, This was to prove very in- 
teresting to many, as the majority of 
the Barksdale Field officers are from 
the West and the South, not yet contamin- 
ated by the affliction of speech, or 
what have you, which besets so many in a 


roup, consist- 


. yas represeni- 


icity as far north and as cosmo olitan as 
[Manhattan and its adjoining districts. 

| “Those of us who were fortunate, or un- 
|fortunate enough, as the case may be, to 
get into town, found the American Legion 
at play and, true to their traditions, 
were in complete charse of the city - a 
Place where enything can happen and 
everything does happen, especially on 
such an occasion as this. Civic orders, 
rules and regulations seemed to have van- 
ished completely, but everything was 
done in a good natured way, Everything 
lexcept the spirit of the occasion was 

| forgo Sten. It was contagious and was to 
'be reTliected in the demonstrations as we 
iflew them the next day. 

On Tuescay, September 2lst, the first 
demonstration wes scheduled to take place 
over New York City at 12:00 noon. The 
Third Attack Grour led the formation, 
taking off at 11:10 a.m., followed by the 
9th Bombardment Grcup, the 8th Pursuit 
Group, the ist Pu:tuit Group and the 2nd 
Bombardment Group in the order named. The 
‘positions of the units in the formation 
were the same as the order of the take- 
Of ds 
| The Initial Point being Miller Field, 
Steten Island, at "H" hour less five min- 
utes, the leadi squadron, the 90th 
Attack, reached that point at 11:55 a.m. 
A minimum altitude of 2,000 feet was 
maintained througnout the flight. 

Three passes were mede over the city, 
the first being in_colum of scuadrons, 
from the Battery along Fifth Aveme to 
the upper end of Central Park; the seconc 
in column of flights from the Battery 
along Fifta Avenus to Mount Vernon, and 
|tae third in a column of flights from 
i:Mount Vernon to Central Park, along Fifth 
|Avenue to the Battery. On the last pass, 
|the B-17 Bombers were given the throttle 
iand they quickly pessed over the remaind- 
‘er of the flights. After the second pasc 
the 8th Pursuit Group left the colum at 
j Mount Vernon and followed the Bel? Bomber: 
to Central Park, where a special demons*:: 
tion was given after the B-17's had left 
the immediate vicinity. 

For the second parade formation, the 
Third Attack Group took off at 4:25 p.m, 
C.S.T., followed by the remaining units 
in the same order as the first demonstra- 
tion. This demonstration was scheduled 








° 














to take place at 5:15 p.m., differing 
from the previous parade 2 3 ry wy for- 








mation was in column of elements. 

The route for the daylight flights was 
as follows: Mitchel Field, Valley Strean, 
Sane Beach, Babylon, Huntington,Mineola, 
Miller Field, Battery, up Fifth Avenue 
to the upper end of Central Park, down 
the Hudson River to the Battery, up Fifth 
Avenue to Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon to 
Central Park, down Fifth Avenue to the 
Battery, Mitchel Field. 

Led by the Srd Attack Group, consist- 
ing of 36 A-17A Army Attack planes, fly 
ing in formation at 2,000 feet, the sun 
reflecting from their wings in bright 
flashes, the entire formation made an 
impressive sight to the thousands below. 
Tue sight of the planes from Barksdale 
Field, led by Major Williams, flying in 
wide sweeping turns around the Statue of 
Liberty, up Fifth Avenue and across the 
meeps £ followed in quic': succession by 
the other planes, was one that even in- 
pressed the pilots as they looked back 
across their wings. It was one of the 
largest aerial demonstrations that New 
York hai ever seen and one that will not 
soon be forgotten. 

ge the satisfactory completion 
of the daylight missions, the scheduled 
time was awaited for the night demonstra- 
tion. The Third Attack Group took off 
at 10:35 p.m., followed, as in previous 
demonstrations, by the other Groups, ex- 
cept the First Pursuit, which did not 
participate in the night ype a and 
passed over the city in a column of ele- 
ments at 11:15 p.m. The Barksdale Field 
Group flew with their formation lights 
on, ng the planes more visible to 
the spectators. The procedure of this 
formation closely followed that of the 
daylight demonstrations. 

As the planes passed over Fifth Avenue, 
900,000,000 candlepower searchlight bat- 
teries of the 62nd Coast Artillery Anti- 
Aircraft Regiment at Fort Totten, N.Y., 
sent Peres beams of light toward the 
sky. Upon the completion of this, the 
last demonstration, the planes returned 
to Mitchel Field, landing by elements at 
approssmaseny 12:10 a.m. 

The Barksdale officers accepted with- 
out protest the news that the Gro 
would not return to Barksdale Field un- 
til Thursday morning. On that day the 
departure from Mitchel Field was at 
10:00 a.m., the 13th and 90th Attack 
Squadrons following their resvective 
routes, both remaining at Maxwell Field 


overn t. 
Shortly after the Group had effected a 
landing at Maxwell Field, the group of 


men waiking towards the Operations Of- 
fice would have caught anyone's eye. Mem- 
bers of the 13th Squadron, an impressive 
fo to say the least, were burdened as 
t were with their "swagger sticks" ac- 
eared. at Mitchel Field under. question- 
able authority, and with the unescapable 
inf city" upon them. 


| 








luence of the the 


In spite of an air of superiority, etc., 


core 
d not 


L 
| pilets who had been out of touch with 





there was preserved a high degree of 
modesty and dignity, forming an impreg- 
nable defense against any criticism. 

At 10:30 a.m., Friday, September 24th, 
the Third Attack Group landed at Barks- 
dale Field, all planes and men intact, 
apparently in first class condition, 
again demonstrating the ability and effi- 
ciency with which this Group performs a 
mission, where and whenever it might be 
called upon to do so. 


PARTICIPATION BY THE SECOND WING 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


In a crowd estimated at two and one- 
half to three million people, every spec- 
tator occupied a reserved seat when the 
Second Wing, GHQ Air Force, paraded 
against New York's skyline during the 
American Legion activities on Tuesday, 
September 2ist. Thousands who had pur- 
chased peach baskets at four bits apiece, 
in order to get a better view of the 

ound parade through the maze of heads 

ining the sidewalks of the city's famous 


| avenve, swayed dangerously on their 


aolaagen and wished to heaven they 

een so extravagent as squadron 

after squadron sped swiftly overhead. 
ezionaires, among them many World War 


aviation since the days when their hands 
and feet played sweet music on the con- 
trols of Spads, Nieuports and Salmsons, 
were afforded an opportunity to —- 
the trim speedy planes of today's Air 
Force to the affectionately termed 
"crates" in which they fought the battler 
of twenty years ago. 

The foliowing rianes, fully manned by ag 
ee) crews, engaged in the Legion 2 

i : : 

36 A-17A's from the Srd Attack Group, 

commanded by jor P.L. Williams. 

18 B-~10B's from the 9th Bombardment ; 

Group, commanded by Lieut. Colonel s 
C. W. Connell, 

18 PB-2's from the 8th Pursuit Group, 

commanded by Ceptain Ned Schramn, 

18 P-26's from the lst Pursuit Group, 

commanded by Lieut. J.F. Egan. 

6 B-17's from the 2nd Bombardment 
Group. commanded by Lieut. Colonel) 
Robert Olds. 

The Attack Squadrons, normally Third 
Wing units, were attached to the Second 
Wing during the Demenstration period, 

On September 19th, General Brant, Com- 
nander of the Second Wing, Langley Field, 
end his staff, arrived at Mitchel Field, 
from which all operations incident to the 
aerial exhibition were conducted. 

'- Throughout the pte | day, the air 
about Mitchel Field was filled with the 
Grone of aircraft as the units from Barks- 
dale, Selfridge and Langley Fields con- 
verged on the Long Island Base. As each 
unit lended, the planes were flagged to 
pre-designated parking areas where they 
- V-7514, A.C. 


























were staked down for the night, Liaison 
officers from Mitchel Field, schooled to 
near perfection in the answers to "Where 
do we eat?" ~ "Where do we sleep?" - 
"\hen does the next train leave for New 
York?" went to work with a vengeance as 
the dying engines gasped their lest 
breath of 92 octane, 

_.Three aerial parade formations were 
flown on Tuesday, the 21st; the first at 
12:00 noon, the second at 5:15 p.m., and 
the third at 11:15 p.m., Rastern Daylight 
Saving Time. The first and second 
flights were identical, the formation 
making three passes over the route of 
the ground parade. Squadrons pone by 
the first time in column and the last 
two times in colum of flights. The 
leading element of the Attack Squadrons, 
which headed the flight, maintained a 
speed of 150 m.p.h., and an altitude of 
2,000 feet. During the third pass-by, 
the B-17's, which se up the rear of 
the colum, gave the throngs on the 
ground an idea of the speed of our most 
modern Bombers by speed ng up and over- 
“a ba i kh ay Bia 

] ng the two : hts, e 
8th Pursuit Group pulled out of the for- 
mation after the second pass-by and re- 
mained over Manhattan to stage the 
string formation which created so much 
favorable comment at the National Air 
Races at Cleveland early in September. 
The PB-2's also formed the letters 
"A.L." over the scene of the parade. 

The night formation differed from the 
somerees flights in that the squadron of 
P-~26's did not participate. As a precau- 
tionary measure, the separate flights 
were spread at increased intervals. 

Major General Frank M, Andrews, Com- 
manding the GHQ Air Force, cruising in 
his C-32 over the city, observed tae 
noon flight, He was accompanied by Gen- 
eral Gerald C. Brant, Commanding tae 
Second Wing of the GHQ Air Force. Also, 
during the noon flight several 0-46's 
and a B-18 hovered over the formation 
to obtain photographs. 

A more convincing demonstration of the 
excellence of modern military aircraft 
and of the proficiency of the Air aT" 
f tng personnel would have been diffi- 
cult to attain, for with the exception 
of two flat tires and a scraped wing 
tip the flights were totally devoid of 
any men, oF Radio contact with the 
flying units was maintained through the 
Mitchel Field Control Tower, and the ra- 
pidity with which the units cleared the 
airdrome on take-offs and landings was 
due in no little degree to the efficien- 
cy of radio control. 

Newspaper reports on the flizht were 
most complimentary, one paper going so 
far as to say that the aerial review 

stole the w." Superlative as such a 
statement may seem, ere is a certain 
amount of satisfaction in knowing that a 


so much favorable comment on a day that 
was jammed with eye-filli spectacles 
on the pavement of Fifth Avenue. e 
streets were filled with high ahempene 
feminine drum majors, with floats bear- 
ing legions of feminine charmers tossing 
everything from snowballs to oranges 
into the arms of spectators. And when 
the spectators in the street took time 
Out to cheer the aerial activities at a 
moment when there was so much pulchritude 
on the ground to attract them, there was 
reason For a little backslapping by those 
who were doing the flying. 
All participating units, with the ex- 
ception of the Attack squadrons, depart- 
ed for home stations on Py, Meee gend. 
The A-17's took off the following day. 
Hundreds of spectators, attracted to 
Mitchel Field by the never ceasing drone 
of motors, visited the Long Island Air 
Base during the three days of the concen- 
tration, ~ 

-—=—O -——— 


THE B-17'S IN THE AMERICAN LEGION REVIEW 


Six B-17 Bombardment airplanes, led by 
Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, Commanding 
Officer of the 2nd Bombardment Group, 


‘Langley Field, Va., participated in the 


American Legion Review over New York 
City, September 21, 1957. The Group was 
based at Mitchel Field, L.I., flying the 
last position of the 100-plane review. 
Flichts were made over the Legion Parade 
on Fifth Avenue at 11:00 a.m,, 5:00 p.m. 
and 11:00 p.m. During the 11:00 a.m. 
Review, the "Flying Fortresses," in 
colum of airplanes, were "opened up" 
near George Washington Bridge and raced 
above the 94 other planes, reaching the 
Battery in 33 minutes. So terrific was 
the wind pressure against the gian ship 
that the windshield over the pilot's 
cockpit in one of the B-17's cracked at 
the high speed. The windshields did 
not break, however, and all planes fin- 
ished the three flights of aoout one and 
one-half hours' duration each without 
incident. 

One of the highlights of the Review 
was the NBC hook-up on which Col. Olds 
broadcast while flying his B-17 over 
Central Park. - 

er ?e1eer 


The 49th Bombardment Squadron returned 
to its home station, Langley Field, Va., 
on September 18th, after completing a 
very successful week in the field at 
Virginia Beach, Va. With six days of 
very favorable weather in its favor, the 
Squadron carried out an intensive pro- 

am of record ery. Twenty-four en- 

ao Horry mem ve of =, crews, 
qua ed as expert aerial gunners, many 
making very creditable scores. The 
Squadron is proud of this week of field 
training in that some very valuable and 





routine flight over Manhattan received 


nécessary work was accomplished. 
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A LITTLE "DOPE" ON 7TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP 


Just eighteen years ago, the 7th Bom- 
bardment Group, the tactical unit of 
Hamilton Field, was organized at Park 
Field, Tennessee, as the lst Army Obser- 
vation Group. Its growth, from its in- 
ception on October l, 1919, to its pre- 
sent-dey status has been + et ee with 
the growth of all aeronautical science. 

During theseeighteen years its mission 
has changed from simple observation, 
which at that time was considered the 
most important phase of aviation, to the 
present-day bombardment task of not only 
finding but destroying the enemy. Its 
ao wonaty has changed from its original 
Keystone Bombardment airplanes (then e 
marvel of efficiency) to the modern, 
huge 3° ge B-18 type, using in between 
during the advancing years Douglas B-7 
and Martin B-10 and B-l2 airplanes. 

The 7th Bombardment Group served its 
initial phase as the lst Army Observa- 
tion Gro for only two years, becoming 
inactive in 1921. Redesignated as the 
7th Bombardment Group, it was made ac- 
tive at Rockwell Field on June l, 1928. 
Later, on October 29, 193], it moved to 
March Field and, on December 5, 1934, to 
its present home at Hamilton Field. On 
March 1, 1935, the Group became an inte- 
gral part of the GHQ Air Force, which 
was Organized on that date. 

At the present time the 7th Bombardment 
Group is composed of Headquarters and 
oes Squadron, 9th, llth and 
Slst Bombardment Squadrons, with the 
88th Reconnaissance Squadron attached. 
Commanded by Lieut. Colonel George E. 
Stratemeyer, it is currently the prime 
air defense of the Northwest. 


MORE "FLYING FORTRESSES" PURCHASED 


The Hon. Harry H. Woodring, Secrotary 
of War, announced on October 8th the 
award of a contract to the Boeing Air- 
craft Company, Seattle, Washington, fcr 
13 additional B-17B multi-engined Bom- 
bardment airplanes and spare parts there- 
for at a total net cost of $2,518,346.83. 

The planes involved in this purchase 
are 4-engine Bombers, The B-17B is the 
latest series of the B-17 type and in- 

' cludes minor changes which have been 
found advisable as a result of the ser- 
vice tests which have been in progress 
for more than a year in the 2nd Bombard- 
ment Group, Langley Field, Va., with the 
B-17's, popularly called the "Flying 
Fortress." : 

Bach of the airplanes involved in this 
order is powered with four Wright 
"Cyclone" engines, manufactured by the 
Wright Aeronautical Corporation of 
Paterson, N.J. 

These Bombers —- oy at speeds in ex- 
cess of 225 miles per hour, carry five 
machine guns and a crew of from seven to 





5. 
4 — V- 


‘nine men, including a commanding offi- 


cer, pilot, co-pilot, navigator, engin- 
eer, bomber, radio operator, and 
gunners, All tae members of the crew 
can freely change stations, and for 
long flights sufficient additional per- 
sonnel can be carried so that the opera- 
tors of the airplane may be relieved 
from time to time. ‘ 

—-—=—OU0~--— 


VALUE OF AIR TRAVEL AS A TIME SAVER 


In the life of an Air Force Commander, 
every minute counts. The value of a 
speedy command plane in saving hours and 
even days in the working schedule of 
Major General Frank M, Andrews, Air 
Corps, commander of the General moe - 
ters Air Force, was vividly illustrated 
in his recent visit to the air demonstra- 
tion which was recently held at Forf 
Riley, Kansas. 

Departing from his home station, Langley 
Field, Va., at 5:50 o'clock on the morn- 
aoe of September 3Oth, he flew to Fort 
Riley, via Louisville, Ky., and early in 
the afternoon arrived at the Cavalry . 
School in plenty of time to witness the 
GHQ Air Force demonstration of. aerial 
fire pee Taking off after the demon- 
stration was me oe ame + General Andrews 
was back at Langley Field at 1:15 a.m, 
the next day and at his desk at the 
usual time. 

Other personnel making the flight with 
him in his Douglas C-32 command ha pe 
were Brigadier General Edward M.Shinkle, 
Assistant Chief of the Ordnance Depart- 
ment at Washington; Colonel Walter G. 
Kilner, Operations Officer, GHQ Air 
Force; Lieut. Colonel Russell L. Maxwell, 
Ordnance Officer; Lieut. Colonel Cedric 
W. Lewis, Signal Officer; Major Charles 
C. Chauncey, Assistant Operations Offi- 
cer; Lieut. Hiette S. Williams, co-pilot; 
Staff Sergeant Arthur S, Andrews, Crew 
Chief, and Privato L.A.L. Craig, Radio 
Operator. ‘ 

mmm OO ~~ ne 


33RD PURSUIT SQUADRON GOES PLACES 


"The 33rd Pursuit Squadron, Langley 
Field, Va., has really been going places 
andtaking part in demonstrations and re- 
views," says the News Letter Correspon- 


dent, "Captain onan leading the 
regular combat flight with the 8th Pur- 
suit Gro in the 


erican nr, rn, Sorta 
which included 99 modern tactical ships 
from Barksdale, Selfridge, Mitchel and 
Langley Fields. Two flights were 
made and one night flight. 
The Red Cross wanted a flight sf planerc 
to fly over Washington on the 25th, and 
— the 8th Pursuit Group got the call, 
th the 33rd Squadron helping to form a 
symbolic cross over the city of Washing- 
ton, me a a only a ie these 
ontinued on e 
Pes? yi7514, A.C. 
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NEW SHOULDER TYPE SAFETY BELT 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


With a view to preveating head inju- 
ries in forced landings and crashes, a 
new shoulder safety belt has been devel- 
oped at the Materiel Division, Wrignt. 
Field. This belt, although it may be 
worn glack during flight, affording all 
necessary freedom of body movement, can 
be pulled taut instantaneously in impend- 
ing accident, holding the pilot's body 
rigid in the seat. 

The shoulder beit is designed in the 
form of two suspender-type shoulder 
straps which extend over the back of the 
seat and are fastened to an adjusti 
device on the seat, while the opposite 
ends are brought forward and fastened in 
conjunction with the regular 
type belt. By pulling the release lat 
on the lap-type belt, both belts are in- 


33rd Pursuit Squadron goes places 
(Conti nied from page 4 ; 
trips and demonstrations, but from a 
tactical point of view these flights 
have tended to improve the flying of 
each man concerned. " 
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ULTRA MODERNISM AT ITS HEIGHT 


The Materiel Division at Wright Field 
is one of the show places of Dayton, and 
the citizens of that commnity justly 
feel proud of the Air Corps Experimental 
Engineering mend at that field. 

Wright Field is the Mecca of individu- 
als connected in -one way or another 
with aviation; also §air-minded citi- 


ilot's lap-| zens whose travels take them to or 


through Dayton make it a special point 
to drive out to Wright Field. 





stantaneously opened. permitting the avi-| Not long ago, one of the Wright Field 


ator to jump with his parachute if he so 
desires, en worn slack, the aviator 


may lean forward in the seat approximate-| some modern type Air Corps planes 


ly 60 degrees. A single upward pull of 
a chain at the front of the seat ee 
the belt in the taut position, holding 
the body of the flyer immovable. Since 
recent medical reports have indicated 
that a large percentage of fatalities 
which occur in connection with crasnes 
or forced landings are the result of 
head injuries, it would seem that the 
belt would have an important place in 
modern flying equipment. 

Another advantage of the shoulder belt 
not related to safety is its use in the 
taut position while the aviator is oper- 
ating a stationary machine gun. Under 
these conditions the pilot's body would 
not be jarred out of position and better 
aiming could be pi 

--——-0U0 --— 


CURTISS EXECUTIVEVISITS AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Mr, Burdette S, Wright, President of 
the Curtiss rest tes Company, division 
of the Curtiss-Wright Se, sagem of 
Buffalo, N.Y., and formerly a Captain in 
the Air Corps, visited the San Antonio 
Air Depot, can Field, Texas, recently, 


greeting old friends and discussing agero- 


nautical matters with the Commanding Of- 
ficer. Mr. Wright was traveling by air 
in a Stinson Cabin plane 
ed the other Air Corps stations in the 
vicinity of San Antonio, Mr. Warren, 
Engineer with the Curtiss Aeroplane Com- 
pany » was also a visitor at the San 

tonio Air Depot, pene ghar. 3 on engin- 
eering matters connected with airplane 
construction, From San Antonio he was 
scheduled to proceed to Barksdale Field, 
La., for conference in connection with 
the A-18 Attack airplanes. 


—-o 


‘guides, conducting a a | of visitors 
|around the field, paused in front of 4 
arKe 
ed on the line and proceeded to deliver 
a well rehearsed lecture regarding each 
of them, 

"This," he said, pointing to a mags 
plane, particularly familiar to citizens 
residing in the vicinity of Langley 
Field, "is the B-17 Bombardment airplane 
popularly termed the ‘Flying Fortress,' 
**k*> this one is the Northrop A-17, 
which is used by the Attack Squadrons 
of the Air Corps*****; tois little fel- 
low here is the very fast little P-26 
Pursuit plane which is flown by the 
First Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, 
Mich., and tnat big fellow over there 
is the Douglas B-18 Bomber flown by the 
Bombardment Group at Hamilton Field, 
Calif., and —-" 

At this juncture there was an inter- 
ruption, A little old lady at the rear 
of the gathering, who appeared to 
evince great interest in Uncle Sam's 
latest type combat planes, caught sight 
of a C-8A Fairchild Photographic plane 
(purchased by the Air Corps in 1931). 
Its appearance did not seem, in her 
Opinion, to fit in with the modern 
characteristics of the new combat air- 
Planes nearby, 

"Guide!" she called out, eg to 
the C-84, "is this the airplane that 








and also visit- was built by the Wright Brothers?" 


---000--~ 


MORE BT-9's FOR KELLY FIELD 


Four more BI-9 training airplares were 
added to the ——— of the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, dur- 
ing the first week of October. The 
poanes were ferried to their destination 

rom Glendale, Calif., by Major W.E. 
Richards, lst Lieuts. R.F.C. Vance, J.H. 
Bundy and Troup Miller. 
wa V-7514, A.C. 
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PILOT BALLOON OBSERVATION IN HAWAII 
By Lieut. Harold L, Maddux, A. C. 


An unusually long pilot balloon obser- 
vation was meade recently at Wheeler 
Field, T.H., which constituted a record 
for the Air Corps Weather Station at 
that field. The observation started at 
6:50 a.m., and was concluded at 7:46 
a.m,, when the balloon burst at an alti- 
tude of 33,900 feet, after having been 
followed by tne observer for 56 minutes. 

The prevalence of cumulus or scattered 
strato-cumulus clouds. due to orographic 
influences at this station, ordinarily 
prevents pilot balloon observations of 

very great length. On this occasion, 
however, there was see in the sky 
only one-tenth of strato-cumulus cloud, 


i.e., the canopy was only one-tenth cov-| 


ered. When the balloon was released, the 
surface wind was from the northwest with 
a velocity of seven miles. The horizon- 
tal projection of the balloon's flight 
shows that the wind direction was erg 
ally east and northeast, with a velocity 
between eight and twenty-one miles per 
hour up to 10,500 feet. Between 10,500 
end 20,700 feet, the wind was northeast 
and north, with an average velocity of 
six miles per hour. At an altitude of 
21,300 feet the wind direction shifted 
abruptly to south-south-west,with a ve- 
locity of two miles per hour, from that 
altitude on the wind direction was south 
and south-south-east, with an average 
velocity of six miles per hour up to 
30,300 feet. Between 30,900 and 32,100 
feet, the wind direction was directly 
west with an oyeres® velocity of six 
miles per hour. last three minutes 
of the dalloon's flight showed variable 
winds, shifting from south through east 
to north-north-east, with a velocity of 
two miles per hour. 

The maximum horizontal distance of the 
balloon from point of observation was 





| WEST COAST FLYERS VISIT SELFRIDGE FIELD 
| 
| §peeding over the Rocky Mountains, the 
| Great American Desert and the western 
| plains, twenty-one brand new Northrop 
| Attack airplanes of the 17th Attack 
| Group roared into Michigan on the night 
| of September l2th and took sanctuary 
j at the Army Air Base at a» Ay item 
, Led by their Group Commander, Lieut. 
| Colonel John G, Colgan, 42 orficers and 
| enlisted men inspected the field the 
| following day and then took to the air 
| again an sped on their way south, The 
| flight was made for the ag ote cf fa- 
| miliarizing members of the General Head- 
| quarters Air Force stationed on the West 
| Coast witn the facilities and oer 
| of other Air Bases throughout the 
country. 
| Practice in moving whole squadrons and 
| groups rapidly by air from one coast to 
the other, a most vital phase of air de- 
| Tense studies,was likewise the mission 
of the flight, according to Major Victcr 
|'H, Strahm, Operations and Training Offi- 
| cer of the Group. Following the visit 
| to Selfridge Field, stops were scheduled 
| to be made at Dayton, Ohio; Pope Field, 
| N.C.; Maxwell Field, Alabama, and Barks- 
| dale Field, La., before returning to the 
‘home base of the Group at March Field, 
| Calif., some 50 miles from Los Angeles. 
| The airplanes with which this well 
‘known Group is now equipped are the 
latest in design to be delivered to the 
j units of the GHQ Air Force. Each plane 
i carries six machine guns, numerous 
' small bombs, andhas streamlined special 
| tanks for laying smoke ecreens. The 
|retractable lending gear has increased 
| the speed of these ground-strafers to 
|nearly 200 miles per hour, and fuel has 
|been provided for more than six hours of 
| Sustained flight. 
| Personnel of the 17th Attack Group par- 
| ticipating in the flight included, in 


28,470 feet at the 49th minute of tie ob-| addition to Col. Colgate and Major 


servation, The barometric pressure, re- 

duced to sea-level, at the time of the 

observation was 30.07 inches, tempera- 

ture 68.5 and relative humidity 84%. 
——=—OU 0 mn 


JUNIOR INSPECTOR JOBS FOR RESERVE PILOTS 


Lieuts. Joe E, Barton and John L. 
Templeton, Air Reserve, recently termin- 
ated their active duty tour with the 
49th Bombardment Squadron, ley Field, 
Va., to accept positions with 
ment of Commerce as Junior Inspectors. 

"These two men are highly thought of 
by all who knew them," says the News 
Letter Correspondent, "and both the 
Squadron and the Group deply regret the 
loss. Our sincere wishes for good luck 
follow these two." 

, ---000--- ; 

Watch out for the next issue of the 
News Letter, which will be a special Air 
Corps Technical School number. 


he Depart-| C.D. ‘Wh te 


| Strahm, Majors Emil C, Kiehl, Sanmel G. 
|Frierson, Louie C. Mallory, Fenty weiner, 
lst Lieuts. Donald H, Baxter, William H., 

Maverick, Hudson H, Upham, Thomas S, 
| Moorman, Jr., Donald 0, Vars, 2nd Lieuts. 
' Carl Swyter, Frank R. Cook, William E, 
Creer, Conrad J. Herlick, Clyde Box, 
Henry R. Spicer, Arthur W. Kellond, Delmar 
E. Wilson, Donald W. Eisenhart, Ben I. 
Fank, John H, Turner, Wallace E. -Nau, 
Murray A. Bywater, Tech, ne H.D. Leroy, 
Staff Sgts. T.T. Dundore, L. Carter, 
W.M. Palmer, E,L, Higgins, 
L:W. Chlosta, Sgts. I.E. Howard, M.J. 
Martini, L. Sviechoviez, Corporal - Y.A. 
Stranad, Privates H.K. Roberts, M.J. 
Auer, W.E. Brausa, H.B. Dintaman, W.C. 
Osburn and E. Decker. 

---000--— 

Fifty members of the Coast. Artillery 


Scho). Fort. Monroe,Va., paid a_visit to 
tre 96th Bombardment Squadron, Langley, 





| Field, Va., on Sept. 18th and gave B- 
'No. 63 a very thorough inspection, 
ie V-7514, A.C. 
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DDRESSING on September 23rd, 
last, the convention of Re- 
serve officers at Oakland, 
Calif., Major General 0, 
Westover, ief of the Air 
Corps, spoke es follows: 

"For. three consecutive 
years now I have had the ay and 

nt at the aanual 

corveution of the Reserve Officers. 


AN ADEQUATE AIR ARM FOR THE NATION'S DEFENSE 


times is no longer a skirmish between 
tribes, mobs, or hastily assembled and 
hurriedly equipped little units of war- 
like msn, s a matter of fact, man- 
power may rt now be the best measure for 
military strength. Man-power is merely 
one of the essential elements. Transpor- 
tation, manufacture - all industry - mst 
be mobilized and. organized to achieve 
victory. The old political rallying 


It 
gives me pleasure to meet with men engag-'cry, 'A million men can = oy to arms 
i ng 


sd in important pursuits who are will 
aud able to devote a portion of their 
valuable time to national defenses. I 
count it a distinct privilege to address 
you in crdsv to acquaint you with some 
of the provlems which confrent the Army 
Air Corps in its vital effort to provide 
an adequate air arm for the nation's de- 
fense, and to ask your continued interest 
and support of the program. 


‘Over night' is now recognized as a fu- 
tile cry of pacifists, pinks or the un- 
informed. 

| The point I wish to make, the thought 
|I wish to leave with each of you, is 

| that when men today, anywhere in the 
|world, go to war mg > it primarily, 
;not as infantrymen, Artillerymen, or 
|Flyers, but as eee amare of the 

| fighting team of combined arms. That 





While the great majority of you are un-jis why 7 up-to-date, worthwhile of- 


doubtedly interested in every phase of 
the military establishment, o»dviously 


ficer must be familiar with the tactics 
,and the strategy of all the arms. Tac- 


you want me to discuss | oy th subjects! tics are not learned on the drill 


closely related to the 
serve. Preseatly I shall do this, but 
first I want to emphasize anuotuer mavter 
wiich I fear is too often overlooked. 
The Air Corps Reserve comprises but a 
small portion, numerically, of the total 
Reserve strength. For years, however, I 


have held strongly to tae conviction that; 


none of us can afford to be primarily 
Air Corps, Infantry, Field Artillery, | 
Cavalry, etc. Every military men is pri 
marily.a soldier. All of us in the War 
Department are coming’ more and more to 
the feeling that officers of the various 
branches cannot separate themselves into 
little water-tigh’ compartments and work 
exclusively for their respective arms. 


my Air Corvs Re-! ground, 


individual or unit training in 
|lts more rudimentary elements may he 
taught there, but tactics are learned in 
our higher schools and they are tried 
out in Army maneuvers and perfected in 
exercises involving all the arms and 
services. 

Wita this preliminary therefore, 
gentlemen, I feel no hesitancy in taking 
‘a few minutes of your time to tell you 

something of the problems, plans and 
lpolicies of the Air Corps as it fits 
linto the national defense picture. 

| First, for some specific detaiis on 
ithe Air Corps Reserve plans aud policies 
|ia which I know you will be interested. 

| For many ysars following the War all 





It has been demonstrated on the battle-we were able to do was to give the Re- 


fields of three continents within the 
space of the last few months that battles 
are won by military teams. True, these 
teams are composed of elements - Infant- 
ry, Cavalry, Engineers, etc., - the com- 


bat branches, which are svpported in the | 


field by the supply and tecanical ser- 
vices. Without everyone of these essen- 
tial elements no fighting team is com- 


serve flyers an opportunity to fly a 
little on their own time at our Air 
Corps stations. The planes were few in 
number, funds for gasoline and oil and 
maintenance were extremely limited and, 
as @ consequence, the War Department 
was ofven charged with abandonment of 
the flying reserve end with lack of in- 
| terest in keeping it in an up-to-date, 





plete, nor can it deliver at maximum effitwell trained and healthy state. 


clency. 

Years ago there was a feeling, in some 
quarters, when any new arm was created, 
such as the Air Corps or Chemical Warfa 
services, that these ‘young upsiaris' 
were interlopers; that they were taking 
the money away from the older services. 
That feeling was a holc-over from the 
time when we had a small-standing army - 
a few regiments at isolated posts. 

The World War washed away, or should 
have, the last vestige of that feeling. 
Thinking milit men now realize that 
military strength cannot be counted in 
squads, troops, squadrons, or even in 
Divisions. ccessful war in modern 


| Much of that criticism was unjust. Af- 
|ter the War there was a general let-dowm 
jin provision of funds for military pur- 
poses of every character. A greet many 
|people felt that we had just concluded a 
war to end all wars. Re-armament in 
Europe end succeeding conilicts had just 
, began to impress us with the necessity 
|Of maintaining an active military estab- 
lishment in this country when a terrific 
and general fiscal depression settled on 
the world and did not leave America out. 
The provision of food and shelter for 
the unemployed left little money to pro- 
vide for anything else. So,. we have had 





|a hard time during a great many of the 
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twenty years since the war in securing © ;have important reasons preventing any 
the financial sinews to provide as lar<e | such procedure in the future. In the 
a military establishment - Regular, Na- (first place, these air combat crews will 
tional Guard and Reserve - as many of us | be riding in a machine which may cost a 
felt we should have. | quarter of a million dollars, and which 
True, the Reserve was allowed to deter-| takes a long time to build if it has to 


iorate and flying time was cut to the 
minimum, but during those same years the 
Air Corns of the regular establishment 
was reduced to a pitifuily inierior 
state of size and effectiveness. Now 
that the national consciousness has 
awakened to the vital necessity for an 
increase in size and efficiency for the 
regular establishment, that same impetus 
is making it possible for us to make 
more adequate provisions for the Air 
Corps Reserve. Last year thirty-taree 
new airplanes were furnished to Reserve 
Units. This year we are buying thirty- 
three more and next year we have funds 
in the budget for an additional thirty- 
three. These pee are or modern type 
— the latest equipment in every re- 
gard. 

I am informec that Corps Areas are pro- 
gressing as rapidly as possible with the 
plan which the War Department approved 
more than a year ago of organizing Air 
Corps Reserve officers into military 
units - squadrons, and groups - to in- 
sure that organizational as well as indi- 

idual training can be accomplished. | 
this is a far-reaching step in tne right 
direction. It will enhance materiall; 
the general value of the Reserve in tae 
Air Corps. 

We have sufficient funds available to 
call between five hundred and five hund- 
red fifty Reserve officers to extended 
active duty for periods from three to 
five years. These men will be put into 
GHQ tactical units for the most part and 
will become working members on tec ite 
the same status as reguler officers; tuat 
is, flight leaders, engineering officers, 
operations officers anc group staff offi- 
cers. Not only is it our desire to make 
these men as effective as the regular 
officers in those units, but it 1s abso- 
lutely essential that we so employ then, 
because we have not enough regular offi- 
cers to furnish complete complements for 
our squadrons. It is unfortunate, but 
it is unavoidably true that the great 
progress in recent years in the develop- 
ment of airplanes has mace it more 
difficult to fit the flyer without re- 
cent training into the active combat 
unit. No longer is it enough for an 

airman to be a capable pilot. He 
must be skilled in radio technique and 
navigation, and he must be familiar with 
the modern devices and accessories 
which have been built into the up-to- 
date fighting airplane. 

During the last war we turned out more 
than thirty thousand flyers, each with 
less than two hundred hours, put them in 
ree end sent many of them out to do 
combat. We can never do that again. We 





| be replaced, It is too powerful and too 
| oe a fighting machine to be in- 
| trusted with any but a well-trained crew. 
| Lixewise, we know from what is going on 
in the rest of the world, whomever our 
| opponent be, he will sg us with 
'excellent aircraft manned y shosoenat 
| trained and experienced crews. It wil 
| Sake six months at a minimum to train 
the military pilot of the future, even 
'in war time. Then it will take another 
| six months to give him the unit and or- 
| ganizational training to fit him for air 
| combat. 
It is the realization of these facts 
| Which has assured and continued our in- 
terest in our flying reserve. The men 
| whom we are turning out from our flying 
| scu00ls and whom we cannot, unfortunate- 
ly, take into the regular establishment 
i|for lack of funds, have, and will con- 
'tinue to have for several years, if 
' they stay in any branch of the civil 
|flying game, a very high potential value, 
| since they will have had at least that 
'first six months’ training and can start 
|immediately on the second six months' 
phase when hostilities threaten. 

Often I am asked as I travel over the 
| country, how may Reserve officers do any 
worthwhile peace-time training the bet- 
ter to fit them into the military set- 
up. An example came to attention re- 
cently which I think is the best answer 
to that query. At Schoen Field last July 
a group of Reserve officers assembled 
for their two weeks' training period. 
They organized themselves into a squad- 
ron, with all staff and command positions 
manned by Reserves. They took the six 
planes which were available to them,made 
w their flying schedules, and conducted 
their operations so thoroughly and effi- 
ciently that each ears was enabled tc 
secure more than fifty hours of flyi 
in the two-week period. This et time 
included more than ten hours blind fly- 
ing per pilot; it included night flying, 
radio communications, photography, and 
formation flying in addition to excel- 
lent instructions in essential ground 
subjects. 

Now for a brief discussion of more gen- 
eral milit topics. I have noted a 
tendency of late in certain quarters, 
both in this country and abroad, to point 
to the Ethiopian war and to the struggles 
now in yrogrecs in Spain and China as 
evidence of the fact that airplanes are 
not vital nor essential war machines and 
pais ASS Tagce eerers ene oe not mo) a 

ar reaching effect on m sige gns 
many have long contended, peg Mee r 
Corps Reserve officers have gone about 
your daily pursuits, you have undoubtedly 
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Air Force operations from the fighting 





met many people who have made queries 


like these to you, knowing that you are 
army flyers: ‘Why is it that Japan does 
uot destroy Chinese cities with her Air 
Force? How coes it happen that in Spain 
air operations have not been more exten- 
sive and conclusive?! 


one time or another because, in the 
opinion of these critics, it was not de- 
voting enough attention and spending 
enough money on aviation. It is always 
easy to criticize destructively. Too 
often criticism of that type is made 
without a full realization of the whole 


Questions like these have been propound—picture. Because I have noted this ten- 


ed to me frequently, some of them b 
friends of ours who are not antagonistic 
tO our purposes but are really aski 

for information which they have not been 
able to secure in tangible form from 
press reports. Others, and probably the 
majority, come from individuals really 
at heart antagonistic to military avia- 
tion and are asked in the hope that they 
will embarrass us. 

Here, briefly, are the explanations 
which f meke to’ such queries, I ee 
that all air operations are divisible 
into two distinct categories, First, 
there is the use of airplanes in conjunc- 
tion with ground arms which form a combat 
team. When thus employed airplanes Trur- 
nish observation for the Infantry, fire- 
control data for the Artillery, and in- 
formation and photog~aphs for command and 
staff purposes, Attack aviation is also 
fre ently used as a highly mobile ‘air 
artillery' for a direct assault on ground 
troop concentrations, troop and transport 
columns, etc. Then I point out that the 
second and mejor sub-division of air op- 
eration is what we term tair force em- 
gos ag ge Here, large units of Eon- 

ardment aircraft may be employed far 
beyond the influence of ground arms 
againgt strategic centers such as great 
Cities, important commercial arteries, 
manufacturing centers and fleets of sur- 
face craft. 

I then show that Italy employed avia- 
tion very eit eahivety in Ethiopia in con- 

unction with her other arms; that, in 

act, many of her own leading military 
men have Sareea en airplanes one of the 
decisive factors in the hasty conclusion 
of those campaigns. I also show that 
both in Spain and China similar opera~- 
tions have proved successful and 
ened influenced the progress which 
the military team has been able to make. 
The principal point to bear well in mind, 
however, ig that there have been no mod- 


ern Air Force operaticns at*temptei in | 
Anyone, | 
therefore, who attempts to draw any con- | 


either of these three theaters. 
Clusions as to the probable effect of 


either in Ethiopia, Spain, or na, as 
they have occurred to date, makes this 
grievous error - undoubtedly due to a 
confusion between Air Corps operations | 
and Air Force operations. I think all of 
us who have the interest of military avi- 
ation close to our hearts should be quidk 
to do all that we can to prevent false 
conclusions being drawm about air power. 

There is another matter which I wish 
to a your attention. We have 


ve ma- 


dency, I am now anxious to tell you some 
of the things the War Deere has 
‘done, is now doing and p s for Arny 
Aviation. One of the tangible evidences 
is the fact that we have now more than 
One thousand planes on order, many of 
which are nearing completion. These are 
the moat modern military types and, in 
opinion, are equal to or superior to 
aheas péing produced in any country in 
the world. The budget for 1938 provides 
for over 700 additional planes. If we 
continue at our present rate of progress 
we shall have the Army Air Corps built 
up to the 2320 airplanes authorized by 
1940, Our enlisted strength has beea 
increased to 17,784 men as of June 30th, 
last. Our commissioned strength has not 
been proportionate increased, but the 
War Department is thoroughly conversant 
with our problem, and the reason for our 
commissioned personnel shortage is due 
to limitations of funds for their pay. 

I have found both the Secretary of War, 
the Honorable Harry H. Woodring, and the 
recently spposaaes Assistant Secretary, 
the Honorable Iouis Johnson, to have the 
interest of military aviation close at 
heart, I know that I am correct when I 
say that nu other phase of military af- 
fairs gets more of Secretary Woodring's 
‘time or personal attention than does 
Army aviation anc the procurement oi 
aircraft. In this comection, I want to 
quote from a speech he made over a na- 
tion-wide hook-up, believing that some 
of you may not have had the opportunity 
to near his remarks. Said the Secretary 
of War on the night of August 6tn: 

‘At the present rate of procurement the 
strength of 2620 planes for the Air Corps 
till be reached by June 3O, 1940. There 
have been great advances in aircraft de- 
velopment in the last three years. This 
strength of 2320 planes, when obtained, 








heard Wer Department criticized at 


wili zive us an Air Force far more power- 
Tul than that fixed by the Beker Commit- 
tee of 1954. Our new planes possess 
greatly increased power, pees. endureire, 
maneuverability and reliability. We can 
say with confidence that the airplanes 
now being delivered to the United States 
Army are the best and most highly effi- 
cient in the world.' : 

Mr, Woodring also said: 'We have made 
more recent progress in development of 
our Air Force than'in any other direc- 
tion, Four years ago we had a small and 
very widely scattersd Air Force under a 
number of different commanders, To 
we have a compact and highly efficient 
Air Force under a single commander. It 
1s a highly mobile force of great strik- 
ing power. In conclusion, our personnel 
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and planes are at least the equal of the | 
world's best. ' 

The Honorable Louis Johnson, Assistant 
Secretary of Wer, on August 14th, last, 
in an address at the dedication of an 
airport in his home State, Weet Virginia, | 
showed his interest in Army Aviation and | 
his great pride in its accomplishments. 
He pointed at length to what our Experi- 
mental Division at Wright Field has done 
for the civil aviation industry and the 
great influence milit aviation has 
played since the bentaahen in the world 
of aeronautics. 

I think it behooves every patriotic 
American to get behind our military lead- 
ers and support their efforts in our be- 
half; to aid them in every possible re- 
gerd in their earnest atterpt to further 
the progress of our air arm. Take it 
from me, the Secretary cf War has an air 
program ~ the biggest air program this 
nation has ever in peace time. He is 
keenly alive to our troubles and our 
needs, The least we can give is our 
sente<teanwted support and full coopera- 

ion. 

You Regerve officers who flew with us 
dur the War and who have maintained 
your Reserve status during all the in- 
tervening years have, I feel, lasted out 
the long dry spell. You have come with 
us over the worst part of the journey. 

I sincerely believe that you will be re- 
werded henceforth in many tangible weys. 
In the first place, I can assure you 
that I and al steff realize your 

eat value to the air arm in the mili- 

ary defense of the nation. Every ef- 
fort will be made to permit you to main- 
tain your fighting efficiency at a high 
level, If trouble comes roy 4 of your 
members will be qualified to hold and 
will be pres in positions of great re- 
sponsibility." ‘ 

——— D0 -—— 


MIMIC WARFARE ON THE PACIFIC COAST 


The Pacific coastline, just off-shore 
from Bolinas, will shortly be the scene 
of an intensive mimic war, where screan- 
ing Bombardment airplanes will bring 
down in flames innumerable enemy Pursuit 
ships in the guise of a target towed 
from another airplane. 

In order to maintain their ability "to 
fight, to bomb, to shoot," the 7th Bom- 
bardment Group will shortly start inten- 
sive training to sustain their aerial 
marksmanship. The target, a sleeve-like 
canvas cone, towed behind an airplane, 
will be attacked from all angles by the 
Hamilton Field — gunners. 

——s Jw 


Lieut. Colonel Orlo H, Quinn, station- 
ed at Chanute Field, Ill., was assigned 
to duty as student to take the photo- 
geese course at the Air Corps Technical 

ol at that post. 
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SELFRIDGE PURSUITERS TO TEST NEW TARGET 


Citizens of Michi living in the 
vicinity of the various aerial gunnery 
ranges used by the fighting planes of 
the famous lst Pureuit Group of Self- 
ridge Field, Mich,, will soon be 
stretching their necks at a most unusual 
sight. The Group is about to begin 
tests on a new type of aerial gunnery 
target which promises to be a vast im- 
provement over the old familiar white 
Sleeve target. 

According to Major Edwin J, House, 
Commanding Officer of the Group, who 
cenounge | returned from Daytrn, Ohio, 
where the new target is being manufac- 
tured at the Materiel Division at Wright 
Field, the naw target is in the form of 
a panel 60 feet long and 6 feet wide. 

It is so designed that it may be towed 


thro the air with the plane ef the 
target either horizontal or vertical. 
Tests have already been conducted, using 


as much as 7,000 feet of towers cable, 
although it is thought that 4,800 feet 
will provide sufficient protection for 
the towing airplane. 

By using a target of this type recent 
changes in Purguit gunnery tra ning to 
include mass firing on large ground tar- 

ets can be extended to include mass 
mia at aE Lei Mh et. Be figing 
ane towe a bO ng plane y 
Sas mile cubed, will be used to test 
the accuracy of aerial fire delivered 
by whole flights and squadrons firing _ 
simultaneously while maneuvering in mock 
air battles. An electric windlass pro- 
vides means of releasing and retracting 
the target. 

Earthbound citizens need have no fear 
of a rain of bullets from th3 sky - at 
least so far as our own Army is concern- 
cd - since all firing on aerial targets 
is done far out over the lonesome waters 
of Lake Huron where only an occasional 
ore boat is to be seen, Even then fir- 
ing must be halted until all possibility 
of danger is past. 

me D0 - = 


SCORE ONE FOR THE WORLD WAR VETS. 


Touching on the participation of the 
S6th Pursuit Squadron, Langley Field, in 
the aerial demonstrations over New York 
City during the time of the American 
Legion Convention, the Scribe of. that 
outfit says that it came home convinced 
of at least one thing, viz: Our modern 
equipment may make us more formidable a 
force in time of war but, when it comes 
to celebrating peacc, the World War Vets 
have it over us like a chattel mortgage. 
"Our most dependable social lions," he 
declares, "came back like lambs after a 
few hours on lower ne aes 

mm OL) 0 woe 
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By an Air Corps officer who served there 


On * pee day towards the end of 
June, ter more than the usual baggage 
trouble, we terminated a vacation in 
California and set foot on the Army 
transport "Chateau Thierry." This was 
the first of many happy surprises for, 
compared with the horrible tales we 
had heard of travel by this means, our 
accommodations were very comfortable. 

Our trepidation at the expectation of 
mal de mer were soon allayed, and the 
six-day passage settled into a routine 
of eg lassitude broken thrice daily 
by the assuaging of the pangs of hunger, 
never quite so acute as on shipboard. 

The most vivid recollections of a 
smooth passage are those of constant mo- 
tion, of the almost black and metallic 
eppenmenee of deep water and of our 
first definite knowledge that flying 
fishes (Malolos) really fly. 

At about 2 a.m. of the sixth morning 
out of "Frisco," the delightful cool 
breeze which had been entering our port 
hole suddenly ceased, and in our rest- 
lessness we realized that the throbbing 
of the engines had ceased, as had the 
lulling rocking of the ship, Knowing we 
were near our destination, the first sun- 
beam found us on deck, eager for a view 
of our new home. Imagine our surprise 
at seeing the sun rise over Diamond Head. 
In our ignorance we had expected to see 
all land to the westward, but ships ar- 
riving during the night anchor in the 
lea of the southeastern tip of Oahu, the 
world-famous extinct volcanic crater 
known as "Diamond Head." 

Within a few minutes we were thrilled 
to be greeted by a large mixed formation 
of all types of military airplanes sta- 
tioned in the territory, constituting 
our first view of an "Aloha" flight, 
which is sent to greet each Army Air 
Corps officer on his arrival and to 
speed him on his devarture. In each 
case a thrill of pride in the Corps is 
bound to be felt. 

About eight o'clock we docked, and 
another tremendous thrill was felt when 
the parge gli tary band struck up with 
"Aloha Oe," and the friends of each 
person on board strung beautiful flower 

leis" around his neck. This custom is 
not confined to the reine | service but 
applies to every person arriving at or 
leaving the islands. 

From the docks, after attending to the 
required formalities, we were driven 
through the city of Honolulu, Fort 
Shafter and the navy yard to the dock, 
where we embarked on a 15-minute boat 
trip to Luke Field, situated on little 
Ford Island in the center of Pearl Har- 
bor, the Navy's anchorage and base. 

By_ the end of the first few months, 
mainly spent in getting settled, ac- 


wll» 


| quainted and started on new duties, we 

| had @riven and flown around the Island 
of Oahu sufficiently to have a very good 
idea of the scenery and topography and 

'had gained a knowledge of a number of 

| customs and the forms of amusement avail- 

| able. 

The first beautiful drive taken by 
everyone is up through Nuuanu Valley to 
Nuuanu Pali, where the bottle-neck for- 
mation of the hills gives rise to the 
| violent air currents so universally 
talked about because so unusual, On the 
trip up the steep, well~paved road, 
beautiful houses in ideal settings are 
the rule. Lovely Oahu Country Club and 
its grounds appear on the left, An un- 
usual tea room, operated by the Salva- 
tion Army, is a little further up the 
valley but off the main road. 

After passing the last buildings, the 
road winds through forests, dotted here 
and there witi light-topped kukui trees 
and comprising luxuriant. greenery. Near 


} 
i 
| 





the Pali and across the valley from the 
road appears a small waterfall which,on 


exceptionally windy days, is blown back 
upon itself in a spray and only falls a 
few feet intact. 

After a few more bends in the road 
and a slightly steeper incline, one's 
breath is fairly taken away by the sud- 
denly pees view from the pass it- 
self. e beauty of the hill formations 
on each side, the sudden drop straight 
ahead, and the beautiful view of the low 
land and sea constitute a scene which 
will never leave the memory of one for- 
tunate enough to have viewed it. 

The road continues down the side of 
the mountain and then splits so that the 
traveler can round the Eastern Point of 
Oahu, stern Makapu Head, pasesne Coco 
Head and Coco Crater; Fort Ruger, a 
Strong Coast Artillery defense; and 
Diamond Head, and returning to Honolulu 
by means of a drive of about fifteen 
miles, The traveler may also take a 
drive of some 100 miles, circling Wind- 
ward Oahu and returning to Honolulu 
through the central plateau. This lat- 
ter trip contains so many interesting 
features that it will be described later. 

The next trip usually made is to the 
summit of Mount Tantalus. The verdure 
throughout the climb is so dense that 
one has to stop and walk to the edge of 
the steep slope of the mountain itself 
before catching the magnificent views of 
Honolulu, its harbor, Punchbowl Hill, 
Diamond Head, Waikiki beach, the Pacific 
to the south and east and the neighbor- 
ing islands of Molokai and Lanai. If 
the season is spring or early summer, the 
prorusion of color lent b e@ many 

lowering trees adds to the beauty of 
the picture. The Poinciana, cr Flame 
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tree, lends dasues of deep red while the! 
less + Se fgerer peed but ae more 
beautiful yellow shower and purple ihow- | 
er trees harmonize in the riot of color. | 

If one is fortunate he stumbles on the} 
rarer specimen cf a "Rainbow Shower" 
tree, wnich is immediately recognized 
because so aptly named, due to the vari- 
ety of colors contained in its cluster- 
shaped blossoms. 

In late May and early June the lover 
of unusual and particularly beautiful 


flowers will forego the pleasure of early | 
retirement for the purpose of viewing the | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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AIR FIGHTERS OF THE GHQ AIR FORCE TO WEAR NEW SHOULDER PATCH 


Unadorned no longer will be the broad | 
shoulders of the officers and enlisted | 
meu of the General Headquarters Air 
Force, according to a recent announce- 
ment by Major General Frank M, Andrews, 
commander of that organizetion. 

The General stated that the Secretary 
of War, the Honorable Harry H. Woodring, 
had approved a distinctive shoulder pata) 
for the air guardians of the United 
States. 
_ Symbolizing the speed which character- | 
izes the Bombers, Pursuit, Attack and 
Reconnaissance planes of tae GHQ Air 
Force, the new shoulder patch will con- 
sist of an ultra-marine blue three-bladd) 
impeller, the curved surfaces emanating | 
from the points of an imaginary tiree- 
quarter-inch equilateral triangle. This 
will be outlined against an orange disk 
which will be two and three-quarters 
inches in diameter. 

The three blades of the impeller, or 
propeller in motion, will represent the 
three wings of the GHQ Air Force. This 
was the number cf wings in the original 
organization and is the number now as- 
signed. The First, a three-group unit, 
is on the Pacific Coast; the second,with 
four groups, is on the Atlantic seaboard, 
and the third, a two-group organization, 
guards the Gulf Coast. 

The patch will be worn on the left 
shoulder on both officers and enlisted 
men. It will provide a colorful addition 
to the present hkahi and olive drab uni- 
forms. It is expected t.iat the Philadel- 


| 


-public places where they are planted, to 


| tary of War described the shoulder patch 
| as follows: 


'emplified by the GHQ 





blossoms of the night-blooming Cereus. 
These blossoms are fully a foot in diame- 
ter and at least six inches in depth. 
They are predominantly white with yellow- 
ish centers and are exotic beyond casual 
description. The vines on which they 
bloom look much like "Aaron's-rod Cactus" 
but trail along rock walls. The only 


or 


our knowledge, are at Punahou Academy 
and Kamehameha schools, 

In the next article it is pro 
elaborate on the trip "around t 
island." 


eae to 


Mich.; March and Hamilton Fields, Calif., 
and Barksdale Field, La. 
In his letter of approval, the Secre- 


"The design represents the GHQ Air 
Force, that is, the striking combat ele- 
ment of the Air Corps as originally or- 
ganized into three wings. The action 


| expressed by the three-bladed impelicr 
| is symbolic of speed, mobility, flight 


tructive power ex- 
Air Force." 
Air Force, with General 


through space and des 


The GHQ 


| Andrews as its first commander, and di- 


rectly under the Chief of Staff of the 
Army, was organized and placed into ac- 
tive service on March 1, 1935, as the 
culmination of years of agitation for 
an Army air force. Its organization 
followed closely on the heels of the 
recommendations of the Baker Board, ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of War in 1934 
to determine the needs of America's air 
defense. 

Two GHQ Air Force concentrations have 
been held, using all available planes, 
The first was held in Florida in Decem- 
ber, 1935, back in the days when it was 
struggling with obsolescent airplanes 
and the inevitable creaks and groans at- 
tendant on any new and untried organiza- 
tion. 

The second concentration was held in 
California in May of this year, Better 
airplanes and a smooth running efficient 





phia Quartermaster Depot will start issu- 
sng it within the next few months. 
eneral Andrews Oe og beng the War De- 
partment for authority for the shoulder 
cpp several months ago and was asked 
o submit a design. e approved patch 
is the result of the collaboration of 
many members of the Air Force and is be- 
lieved to represent well in heraldric 
form the organization and capabilities 
of the GH r Force in National Defense. 
Staff officers at headquarters stated 
that approximately 7700 enlisted men and 
550 officers would be wearing the patch 
when everyone has been outfitted. These 
are stationed at Langley Field, Va. ; 
Mitchel Field, N.Y¥.; Selfridge Field, 


1b- 


organization, still at reduced strength, 
however, permitted the precise execution 
of simulated war problems. Hordes of 
midwinged and streamlined Bombers zipped 
through Western skies with terrible ac- 
curacy; low-winged Attack jobs performed 
their missions with snap and verve, and 
the entire Air Force turned out such a 
creditable exercise that high praise was 
elicited from representatives of the 
Secretary cf War. 

Other worthwuile missions have been 
the cold weather tests of 1936 and 1937, 
tue first flight of land planes across 
the Ceribbean early this year, and three 
joint exercises with the Navy. 


| 
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A BRIEF FOR OIL DILUTION FROM THS RECEIVING END OF UNSATISFACTORY REPORTS 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


Me that is coma Shing we should have | 

thought of long ago," said a Wright Field! 

visitor the other nf after listening to 
eae explanation of the oil dilution sys- 
om, 

Like all other ideas, after being con- 
ceived, they are so simple. ‘The self- 
starter on the automobile, for exemple. 
You can easily gree the brown-derbied 
dapper Dan of 1900 with his girl friend 
jumping out of his horseless carriage 
and pe de seveny announcing, "Must be that 
new fangled self-starter that caused all 
tne trouble." 

Not being thoroughly acquainted with 
the makeup of the horseless carriage,our 
early friends must be classed as unin- 
formed. It never occurred to them that | 
old Lizzie mizht have some of the million! 
Other things one that is still causing | 
her 1937 grandchild to stop occasionally | 
even now. ‘The self-starter today, like 
other man-made articles, still has its 
"bugs," but contributes only its propor- 
tionate share to automobile failures. 
Similarly, your oil dilution systen, 
waich incidentally has most of its bugs 
ironed out, contributes only its propor- 
tional share of — to the complexities 
of your modern airplane but, like the 
self-starter in the hands of the unin- 
formed, shoulders all the blame for 
everything that happens. 

"It must be that new fangled oil dilu- 
tion system," say the uninformed and, 
following the line of least resistance, 
write an Unsatisfactory Report. 

Now, on the end where the engine Unsat- 
isfactory ep: usually wind up (inci- 
dentally with a million more or less in- 
dorsements and in about as many days 
later), there are other Unsatisfactory 
Reports which complain of similar 
troubles for similar or like engines un- | 
der similar or like conditions, on air- 

lanes that never heard of oil dilution. 
t is the answer? 

Over a period of some three years, ex- 
tensive tests in the laboratory and in 
service have indicated that oil dilution 
is fundamentally sound. The cold roon, 
the dynamometer, the torque stands, and . 
flight in airplanes of various types 
with both air-cooled and liquid-cooled 
engines, have proved that oil dilution 
is fundamentally sound. Those best ac- 
quainted with it, swear by it. Those 
unacquainted with it, swear at it. Tests | 
referred to above include full throttle 
oper sre for some 75 hours on Model 
1535 engines, with stops at one-hour in- 
tervals; 50 hours of full throttle on 
Model 1820 engines without frequent 
stops: and tne normal service in airplane 
ry allations under all climatic condi- 

ens. 


In none of these tests have there been 
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failures or difficulties except the 
slight corrosion on aluminum alloy parts 
of some overlaul engines as a result of 
lead-salt compounds formed from the lead 
used in the gasoline. Some parts of the 
engine that are bigney stressed, such as 
bearings, crankshafts, etc., come through 
overhaul in exceptionally good condition 
inasmuch as a small amount of lubrica- 
tion evenly distributed is better than 
no lubrication at some points and an ac- 
cumulation of heavy oils at others, dur- 
ing those first few critical revolutions 
of the engine at starting. Proper treat- 
ment of aluminum alloy parts along with 
reduction of lead content in our new gas- 
clines is expected to reduce the lead- 
salt corrosion to a negligible level. 

i ea that surround your hop- 
per t are no more than a stovepipe 
with holes at the bottom placed in the 
oil tank. Oil coming from the engine 
enters the top side of the stovep pe and 
goes more poten te to the engine than if 

d in normally. This ar- 
rangement coes not prevent new oil adja- 
cent to the tore from bleeding in 

ence to your engine. 

Laboratory tests indicate that the oil 
circulating through the most direct 
route wears out and away, with little 
contamination to the remaining oil,which 
a 4; practically new. ‘ 

nis phenomenon, although quite desir- 
able, was not expected from original 
ideas, In spite of the commercial bally- 
hoo cf changing oil every 509 or 1,000 
miles, comprehensive tests indicate that 
this is an unnecessery waste with the 
oil dilution system. Out cf a clear sky 


|we stop changing oil in those airplanes 


€qu*.pped with oi1 dilution; and over 
night mechanics and pilots pay particu- 
lar attention to their oil. t's black, 


;and contains soft particles of carbon, 
| Screens and Cuno‘s come in for a third 


degree. Soft particles of carbon, al- 
though they do look bad, really do no 
harm to the engine, They've been there 
for years, and the oil industry will pay 
homage to the man who can pass the magic 
wend and do away with it. 

Give oii dilution its just biame or 
credit, but don't make it shoulder the 
responsibility for all the engine fail- 
ures which in most cases could be traced 
to previous hours of abuse in the form 
of running too lean, stretching the gas 
supply, overspeeding, climbing too steep- 
ly, or just P ain cockpit trouble, a 
disease which we all have and which is 
humanly psormissible considering the com- 
plexities of our a airplanes. 

~—— U0 --— 

Captain Milo N, Clark recently took 
over the command” of the, 77th Pursuit 

on e 4 s for- 
mgr ly Seat one” at randotsh Held! He 








LIEUT, COLONEL ROSENHAM BEAN 


Lieut. Colonel Rosenham Beam, Air | 
Corps, now on duty in the Plans Division, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, was 
born at Bardstown, Ky., June ll, 1895. 
After graduating from high scnool, he at- 
tended the University of Louisville, 
Louisville, Ky., for three years. In 
June, 1915, he was commissioned a second 
lieutenant of Infantry, Kentucky National 
Guard, and on July 19, 19165, he was at- 
tached to the 7th U.S. Infantry at Fort 
Bliss, El Paso, Texas, where he was on 
torder patrol cuty until April, 1917. 

Ordered to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to 
take the battery officers' course at the 
School of Fire for Field Artillery, Col. 
Beam, upon completing this course, re- 
mained at Fort Sill to complete the 
course at the School for Aerial Observ- | 
ers. From July 3rd to September leth, 
1918, he was on duty at the Aviation Con- 
centration Camp at Camp Dick, Dallas, 
Texas, and for several weeks thereafter 
he attended the Aerial Gunnery School at 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. He 
was then ordered to the Air Service 
Depot at Garden City, Long Island, N.Y., 
preparatory to proceeding for duty over- 
seas, but with the signing of the Armis- | 
tice he remained on duty as a casual 
officer at Garden City until December 
13th, when he was transferred to Kelly 
Field, Texas, and assigned to the 6th 
Company, 2nd Provisional Wing, as its 
commanding officer. 

On January 4, 1919, Colenel Beam was 
assigned as Assistant Personnel Adjutant, 
and shortly tacreafter assumed addition- 
al duties as Assistant Transportation 
Officer and Commanding Officer of the 
SlSth and 68lst Aero Squadrons. He also 
underwent flying AC: and completed 
same on July 12, 1919. n July « i 
was assigned to the Headquarters of the 
8th Aero Squadron, with which organiza- 
tion he served as Radio Officer and 
Aerial Observer at Mchllen, Texas, for 
the period of one year. 

Transferred to Godman Trield, Kentucky, | 
Colonel Beam served as Adjutant, Person-' 
nel and Survey Officer of the. detachment | 
at that post until May 5, 1921, when he | 
was transferred to Langley Field, Va., | 
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School). His grotustion from this 
School was followed by a tour of duty 
in the Philippines, where he served as 
Operations Officer of the 28th Bombard- 
ment Squadron from October 17, 1923, to 


December 3, 1925; Post Operations Offi- 


Nichols; Commanding Officer 
Bombardment Squadron; Post 
School Officer and Post Survey Officer 
until October, 1925. At various times . 
he was in temporary command of Camp 


cer at Ca 


Nichols and the 4th Composite Group. 


In December, 1925, Colonel Beam re- 
turned to Kelly Field, Texas, where he 
assured command of the 4lst School 
Squadron, served as Squadron Supply 


‘Officer and as a member of various 
|! boards of officers. 
|he was transferred to Duncan Field, 


On October 6,1926, 


Texas, for duty at the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center, serving as its first Execu- 
tive Officer. On July 26, 1927, he as- 
sumed command of the 11th Bombardment 
Squadron, and served in this capacity 


until the end of December, 1927, when 


he was detailed for duty at Havana,Cuba, 


'as senior officer ef a mission of Air 
'Corps officers to assist the Cuban Gov- 
ent in the establishment of a flying 
' school. 


Returning to the United States in 


‘July, 1931, Colonel Beam, after complet- 
| ing a two-year course at the Command and 
|General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, 
‘Kansas, was ordered to duty at Fort 


Riley, Kansas, as instructor at the 
Cavalry School. Two years later, on 
July 1, 1935, he was assigned to the 
ca of the Chief of the Air Corps for 
duty. 

Colonel Beam was commissioned in the 
Air Service, Regular , as a second 


| lieutenant on July 1, 1920, and on this 
| same date was promoted to Captain. He 


was promoted to the rank of Major on 


danuary 1, 1932, and to Lieut. Colonel 
_ (temporary) on June 16, 1936, He holds 


the fliving ratings of "Airplane Pilot" 


and "Airplane Observer," and is on the 


General Staff Corps Eligible List. 
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LIEUT. COLONEL HARRY H, YOUNG 
Lieut. Colonel Harry H. Young, Air 
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fer duty as Operations Officer of the | Corps, entered the Air Service from the 
14th Bombardment Squadron. He partici- | Infantry, New Jersey National Guard, in 
ated in the bombing operations on | November, 1917. He served with the 


erman ships off Cepe Hatteras. | National Guard (non-federal service) in 
all rade s from Private to lst Lieuten- 
ant for 85 years, and when it was in the 
Federal service as Battalion Sergeant 


Returning to Godman Field on October 1, 
1921, he pers arsed the duties of Opera- | 
tions Officer, Intelligence Officer and , 


Educational Officer with the 88th Obser-, Major for four months and as lst Liouten- 


vation Squadron, in addition to other | 
duties, until September 20, 1922, when | 
he was assigned as a student at the | 
Field Officers School et Langley Field | 
later changed to the Air Corps Tactical | 
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for seven months, 


He was born April 
28, 1888, in Ger 


» and was educated 


in the schools in that country. 
Prior to joining the Air Service, he 
served with the 113th Infantry at Camp 
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McClellan, Ala., for three months. fFol- 
lowing the compietion of the ground 
school course at the School of Military 


Aeroueutics, Austin, Texas, he was sent 
to duty cverseas and took the observers! 
course at Saumur, France, He also took 
courses in aerial observation at the 2nd 
Aviation Instruction Center at Tours, 
¥rance, and at the French School at Camp 
De Souge. He then served at the front 
as an observer with the 8th Observation 
Squadren for two months, and as Opera~ 
tions Officer for the 354th Observation 
Scuadron for one month, 

poke, after returning from overseas, 
Colonel oy, received orders to organ- 
ize the 4th Observation Squadron, fe 
took this Squadron to Hawaii and served 
as its commanding officer during his en- 
tire tour of duty there het 24,1920 
to March 10, 1923), except for short pe- 
riods. when he was on special duty as 
Operations Officer of the Hawaiian Divi- 
sion Air Service. Upon returning from 
Hawaii, he was assigned to Kelly Field, 
Texas, where he served as Assistant Wing 
Operations Officer, in addition to per- 
forming various othe~ duties, until 
September 15, 1923, when he began the 
course of training at the Primary Flying 
School at Brooks Field, San Antonio, 
Texas. He completed this course on 
April 7, 1924, and the advanced course 
at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, on September 13, 1924. 

In October, 1924, Colonel Young was 
transferred to Langley Field, Va., where 
he was on duty as a member of the Air 
Service Board until November, 1926, when 
he was assigned to ps | as Air Corps 
Instructor, 35th Division Air Service, 
Missouri National Guard, St. Louis, Mo. 
He served on this detail until June, 
1930, and was then assigned to duty as 
a student at the Air Corps Tactica 
Schcol at Langley Field, Va. Upon the 
some totes of the one year course of 
instruction at. this School, he was as- 
signed to station at Brooks Field, Texas, 
where from A st 14, 1931, to March 6, 
1932, he was in command of the 22nd Ob- 
servation Squadron, Thereafter, until 
August 2, 1932, he performed the duties 
of Executive Officer of the 12th Obser- 
vation Group and of Brooks Field, and at 
various perlods was in temporary command 
of the post and the Group. 

At his next station, Fort Crockett, 
Galveston, Texas, Colonel Young was on 
duty as Executive Officer of the post 
and Operations Officer of the 3rd Attack 
be | until September, 1934, when he was 
assigned to take the two-year course of 
instruction at the Command and General 
Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
Following his graduation in June, 1936, 

© was assigned to duty in the War Plans 
and Training Division, Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 

Colonel Young was commissioned in the 

Air Service, Regular Army, as a First 
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Lieutenant on September 13, 1920, with 
rank from July ist of that year. He 

was promoted to Captain with the same 
date of rank; to Major, February l, 
1932, and to Lieut. Colonel (temporary), 
June 16, 1936, He holds the fly ng 
ratings of nena tages Pilot" and"Airplane 
Observer," and is on the General Staff 


‘Corps Eligible List 


pct.’ «ye 
GRADUATION AT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


On Wednesday, October 6th, Class 29-B, 
composed of student officers and 49 
flying cadets, finished the course of 
instruction and were presented certifi- 
cates of graduation from the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas. The ceremonies of the day began 
with an inspection of the airplanes and 
crews at 8:00 a.m. : 4 

Following the inspection, airplanes 
began to take off at 9:10 a.m. ffect- 
ing rendezvous at Kelly Field No. a, 
airplanes began passing in review at 
9:30 a.m, The graduation review flight 
was composed of formations of Keystone 
Bombers, BT-2's, 0-25's, BI-8's, BI-9's, 
A-12's, A-17's and P-l2's. 

At 10:45 a.m, the graduation exer- 
cises were held at the Post Theatre, 
with Brigadier General Frederick L. 
Martin, Air Corps, Commanding the Third 
Wing, Barksdale Field, La., delivering 
the address. 

The names of the officers and flying 
cadets wno are members of this graduat- 
ing class were published in the previou: 
issue of the News ure Sate 

mew D0 <= 


ELECTRIC RAZORS AND RADIO DO NOT MIX 


The Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy De- 
partment, in announcing that Scouting 
Squadron Two took over the LEXINGTON 
Base Radio Station with all its attend- 
ant woes, stated that with new shops an 
reinstallation of power equipment, many 
hitherto unnoticed squalls and groans 
from various sources of local interfer- 
ence cropped up to the detriment of 
clear and rapid communication. After a 
swee ing investigation, a power drill 
was isolated as the offender in cutting 
out practically all voice traffic. As 
the Communications Officer and his gang 
of "trouble shooters" were relaxing in 
the Base Radio Station, a terrific din 
came from the loud speaker, completely 
drowning out all authorizéd sounds. 
Scouts were hurriedly dispatched to trac 
down the source of interference. A 
rapid search of the shops disclosed no 
poes equipment operating. No nearby 

rucks offended. No one was dialing a 
nearby phone. Baffled, the trouble 
shooters paused. One of the scouts,mor: 


+ alert than the rest, searched Regie 


(Continued on Page 19 
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BARKSDALE FLYERS SHUFFLE OFF TO BUFFALO 


The 20th Pursuit Group, led by Major 
Armin F, Herold, Air Corps, departe 
from Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La.,on 
September l2th on a routine training 
flight to Buffalo, N.Y. The 27 single- 
seater Boeing fighters took off in three 
echelons at half hour intervals. Head- 
quarters accompanied the 77th, which 
Cleared the airdrome at 6:30 a.m, the 
o5th and 79th following in order. 

The planned itinerary was followed 
closely, with refueling stops at Memphis 
and Cincinnati, with the exception that 
inadequate servicing facilities at 
Cincinnati made it necessary for the 79th 
and 55th to proceed to Columbus, Ohio, 
and Patterson Field, Ohio, respectively 
for full service after picking up a smal 
amount of gas at Lunken Field. e time 
seved by this move ge savelae 92 the group 
to land at Buffalo before dark, only one 
hour behind schedule, although the last 
yo ag pont, repensee di aSeen ey 2h 

g the black cinder runways in the 
oothert dusk, 

At Buffalo the Group was the guest of 
the Curtiss-Wriczit Company, and seldom 
in its history had it been more hospit- 
ably received. After a gala dinner at 
the Trap and Field Club, the party split 
into two perts, one heading for the 
and the other for the hey-hey, with the 
former considerably outnumbered. 

Following a good night's rest, the 
i | was privileged to meet Burdette 
Wright and his associates at the Curtiss 
Factory, and then to go through the 
plant where all the phases of airplane 
manufacture was yf a ee 3 ined 
to the pilots. After lunch at the air- 
port, e new Bell Fighter was turned 
Over to the Group for inspection, anda 
keen interest was displayed in its many 
novel features. 

After such an extremely pleasant and 
absorbingly interesting visit, the boys 
were reluctant to leave, but the inevit- 
able take-off was made at 3:00, and 
Major Herold's "So-long Buffalo" over 
the radio marked the end of an unusually 
profitable experience. The trip to Self- 
ridge Field was made via Niagara Falls, 
where the Texas and Louisiana contingents 
nearly fell out of their cockpits for 
rubbernecking. The weather was perfect, 
although considerably colder than dow 
below the Mason and Dixon Line. 

At Selfridge Field an agreeaole even- 
ing was spent renewing old acquaintences 
end visiting friends. The Group took 
off at 8:15 the following morning for 
Dayton, Ohio. Two ships remained behind, 
one for an engine change and the other 
for replacement of a starter. ‘The latter 
rejoined the flight at Scott Field later 
in the day, and the former proceeded to 
Barksdale Field the following - 

Upon arrival at Dayton, the flight was 
shown about the various technical branch- 
es at Wright Field under the courteous 


{direction of General Robbins, Chief of 
ithe Air Corps Materiel Division, Consid- 
lerable interest was aroused and interest- 
arisons made by the availability 
of all three of the new Pursuit ships 

for inspection, the P-35, P-36 and P-37. 
|The Group left for Scott Field at 3:15 
|p.m, 

| The remainder of the flight was made 

j after dark and was accomplished without 
incident. The ships refueled again at 
Memphis and proceeded to Barksdale Field, 
| Where oy 4 arrived at five minutes be- 

| fore midnight. 2 

| Perhaps the most significant aspect of 
ithe flight was the degree of public in- 
terest aroused by the Group at the 
|civilian airports of yr s and Buffalo, 
|wnere advance notice of its arrival had 

! been given by Major Carlton F, Bond, 

| $3. Several thousand spectators witness- 
|ed the landings at Memphis, both going 
{and on the return stop, while at Buffalo 
| some ten thousand persons were on hand, 
‘ena ange leading to the airport were 
| jammed with cars, necessitating a heavy 
|police detail for the protection of the 
,pilots and the airplanes. 

| The personnel taking part in the flight 
| Were as follows: 

| Headquarters: Majors A.F, Herold, 
|Carlton F, Bond and Lieut. O.R, Deering. 
| 77th Pursuit Squadron: Captain M,N, 

| Clark, Lieuts. P.K. Morrill, N.D. Sillin, 


in, co 


'C.P. Lessig, P.R. Learned, L.M, Rohrbough. 


oSth Pursuit Squadron: Captain M.R. 
Nelson, Lieuts. L.P. Danl, B.L, Boatner, 
G.P, Disosway, L. Saxton, J.W. Hinton, 
H.B. Young, T. Keith, J.0. Reed and G,A, 
Blakey. 

79t2 Pursuit Squadron: Lieuts. 1.5. 
Olds, R.B. Landry, R.M. Kellogg, F.0. 
Easley, ¥.D. Camp, J. Ferguson, L.F. 
Stetson, and C.R. Greeni 

The schedule made good 
Squadron was as follows: 


| 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


y the leading 


DEPARTED TIME MTB ARRIVED TINE 
Barksdale Field 6:30 am 9-12 Membhis 8:25 ax 
Memohis, Tenn. 9:50 am 9-12 Cincinnati 12:45 pm 

| Cincimnati,Ohio 4:00 pm 9-12 Buffalo 6:40 pm 
Buffalo, N.Y. 2:55 pm 9-13 Selfridge 4:30 pr 
Selfridge Field 8:15 am 9-14 Dayton 9:45 en 
| Dayton, Ohio 3:15 pin 9-14 Scott Field 5:40 pm 
| Scott Field,Ill. 6:55 pm 9-14 his 8235 pr 
| Memphis, Tenn. 9325 9-14 dale 11:40 pr 


~—=QO00-—- 
PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


The folloving-named Air Corps officers were 
promoted, effective October 1, 1937, to the 
rank indicated: Colonel John N. Ke:nolds 
(temp.) to Colonel; Lieut. Colonel Fobert LeG. 
Wal bony) to Lieut. Colonel; Majors tain.) 
George C. Kemney, George M. Palmer, John P. 


Temple, Byron T. Burt, Jr., and Farle G.Harper 
to Major. 

Effective Sept. 24, 1937, Major Charles M. 
Savage, Air Corps, who held Sevperray rank 
in that grade, was promoted to 
rank of Mejor. - 


e permanent 
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METEOROLOGICAL ACTIVITIES ON WEST COAST 


The First Weather Squadron, Air Corps, 
was Organized on July 1, 1937, for the 
purpose of furnishing an adequate weatter 
service to Air Corps units which may be 
located either permanently or temporari- 
ly in the Pacific Coast Region. 

The Squadron will, in the near future, 
have a ae of approximately sixty 
men and is at present under the command 
of Lieut. H.H. Bassett. Fixed weather 
stations are in operation at March Field, 
Calif.; Hamilton Field, Calif.; Moffett 
Field, Calif., and Fort Lewis, Wash. The 
March Field and Hamiltoa Field stations 
are in cherge of Lieut. Sam H. Wiseman 
and Lieut. Theodore M, Bolen, respective- 
ly. Both of these officers are recent 
graduates of the course in Meteorology 

iven at the California Institute of 
echnology. 

Present operations include the taking 
of surface observations and winds aloft 
at all stations; the transmission of 
these reports by teletype and radio to 
Other Air Corps and Department of Com- 
merce Stations, the reception of 
weather information from other stations 
and the sa ote and dissemination of 
weather forecasts. This last activity 
is at present restricted at some sta- 
tions due to lack of trained personnel, 
but, under the training plan being car- 
ried forward at all stations and at the 
Air Corps Weather School, this deficiency 
will be remedied in bw near future. 

eller 


COL, HOYT ASSUMES COMMAND OF 20TH PURSUIT 


Several major changes have taken a 
during the past few weeks in the 20th 
Pursuit Group at Barksdale Field, La. 
Lieut. Colonel Ross G, Hoyt took over 
the command of the Group, succeeding 
Major Armin F, Herold, who is now com- 
manding officer of the 79th Pursuit 
Squadron. Col. Hoyt came to Barksdale 
Field from Washington, D.C., where he 
was on duty in the Information Division, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps. 
Among the outstand Air Corps events 
in which Col. Hoyt participated were the 
encurance flight of the Army Transport 
"Question Mark," wherein he was the 
pilot of the Sra airplane; iuis 
record solo flight, night and day a gi 
from New York to Nome, Alaska, J 8- 
19, 1929; the Alaskan Flight of B-10 
Martin Bombers in the summer of 1934, 


and his leadership of the first | 


night flight of a squadron of Pursuit 
Sage from Selfridge Field, Mich.,, to 
ashington, D.C., and return, in Febru- 
ary, 1931. Colonel Hoyt also pieyee an 
important part in connection with making 
arrangements for the Army Air Corps! 
Good Will Flight around South America, 
December 20, 1926 -~ | 2, 1927, which 
expedition was headed by Solonei Herbert 
A. Dargue, Air Corps. 


MANEUVERS BY 17TH ATTACK GROUP 


The 17th Attack Group, March Field, 
Calif., will depart for Bakersfield, 
Calif.,, on October 27th for their annual 
ten-day maneuvers, which will complete 
Group field training for the year 1937. 

Under simulated war conditions, the 
maneuvers will provide training in mov- 
ing from the home airdrome to an advanc- 
ed base, testing out new organization, 
flying and other equipment under field 
conditions away from the pot, Sh erman- 
ent base, and a test of combat efficien- 
cy of the Squadrons within the Group 
while operat a8 as a Group under field 
pe haa with specific flying mis- 
sions. 

Headquarters and Headquarters Squad- 
ron, 17th Attack Group, with one medical 
officer and three medical enlisted men 
attached; the 34th, 73rd and 95th Attack 
Squadrons will operate with the full ex- 
pad pe strength of 51 officers and 254 
enlisted men, and flying equipment con- 
sisting of 32 Attack airplanes. Admin- 
istration will be as a Tan with 
Lieut. Colonel Carlyle H. Wash as the 
Commanding Officer. . 

awe D 0 -—<— 


ART OF PILOTING RISES TO NEW HEIGHTS 


Requirements for pilots of the new 
multi-motored, multi-place airplanes are 
raising the art of military piloting to 
new heights. The piloting of these air- 
planes requires not only familiarity wit 
and knowledge of all the instruments and 
accessories common to commercial trans- 

orts, but also omg {| of literally 
undreds of purely military devices. 

The present-day pilot mst not only be 
able to fly the airplanes, but he mst 
direct the work of many other members of 
the crew and be competent in case of 
need to man any of their positions. In 
order to insure this proficiency, re- 
quirements have been set forth by the 
War Department specifying that all pilots 
on this type airplane, such as the B-18 
Bombardment airplane in use with the GHQ 
Air Force at Hamilton Field, have at 
least five a and 1,250 hours! experi- 
ence as military pilots. 


---000--- 


All major airports in Northern Califor- 
|nia are being photographed by the 88th 
Reconnaissance Squadron of Hamilton 
Field, Calif. 34 

These mapa ok hs will be 
used to revise the Airways Bulletin of 
the Department of Commerce, which is to 
include vertical aerial photographs of 
all landing fields in the United States. 
Work on this assignment is in the hands 
of Second Lieutenant William W. Pannis, 
Photographic Officer of the 88th Recon- 
naissance Squadron, 4 
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NAVY AIRMEN VISIT VLADIVOSTOK 


In the latest issue of the semi-month- 
ly press release of the Bureau of Aero- 
nautics, Navy Depertment, there appears 
an interesting account of the visit of 
the U.S.S. AUGUSTA to Vladivostok. The 
article goes on to say: 

"This was the first visit of an Ameri- 
can man-of-war to the Siberian port 
since 1923, and it is thought that the 
impressions gained may be of interest to 
members of the aeronautical organization 
who served in Vladivostok at the time of 
the Russian Civil War. 

Opportunities for conversation with 
Soviet aviators were frequent but of no 
real value because of the language bar- 
rier, the reticence of the Russians, and 
their inclination toward exaggeration. 

Aircraft of three types were in evi- 
dence, A nine-plane formation of pur- 
suit snips was repeatedly seen at some 
distance and 4 similar formation of four 
engined bombers gegeed over the ship at 
a@ considerable altitude unon one occa- 
sion, The third type was a small, awk- 
ward looking, single engine boat. ‘The 
fighters were of the low wing monoplane 
type and appeared to be extremely fast - 
certainly above two hundred knots. The 
bombers were also monoplanes with re- 
tractable landing gear and a very sleek, 
ultra modern appearance, but when scen 
wero cruising very slow. 
of four hundred Kilometers were claimed 
for both types in conversation. All 
planes seen had one common characterist- 
ic - a long streamer of smoke trailing 
behind each engine of each plane. The 
only other item of aeronautical interest 
actually seen was the tower for practice 
parachute jumping on a hill on the edge 
of the bay. 


The men of the Soviet Navy are extreme- 


ly young, stalwart, bronzed, keen and 
alert, and are well uniformed. Discip- 
line appeared to be good and the morale 
high," 

---000-~- 


The construction of the Attack Range 
at Mulberry Island for the 37th Attack 
Squadron of Langley Field, Va., is now 
being completed by the lst Air Base. A 
detail from the 37th, under the direction 
of 2nd Lieut. James M. Jones, Air Res., 
constructed the 50-yard square bombing 
target for small bombs, the target for 
individual machine gun firing, and ‘the 
Chemical range. The lst Air Base is now 
constructing the circular target fcr the 
100-1b. bombs, and is also working on 
Plans for an Area Target. 

All the pilots of the 37th Attack Sqodn. 
ere busily engaged making the various 
QOMARS Fane runs on its new range. In 

€ events completed, namely, Chemical, 
50-1b. external bombs, and parachute 


bombs, all the pilots have qualified as 
experts. 


iii... 


Porter, believes in preparedness. 


NEWS FROM THE PHILIPPINES 
By the Nichols Field Correspondent 


News from the Far Eastern Zone should 
be by radio flashes to keep up with the 
rapid tum of events. However, a few 
details contained herein may not be 
amiss.. 

The 28th Bombers came through the 
earthquake of August 20th without a 
scratch. The only apparent effect was a 
sudden change in a watch which was under- 
going several weeks of calibration by 
the navigation class. The chronometer 
had been gaining about three seconds per 
day. but the night of the earthquake it 
lost three seconas. 

Torrential rains have soaked Nichols 
Field until operations are sadly cur- 
tailed, This bids fair to be one of the 
wettest "Rainy Seasons" on record. Al- 
though behind on their flying directive, 
the 88th Bombers are engaged in a stren- 
uous training campaign. 

Our Skipper, lst Lieut. E.H. ("Wump") 
Then 
ou see our "Rainy Day Schedule" you'll 
ikely agree that it constitutes prepa- 


| ration for almost ony, SRPERRET: The 
a 


' B-10B combat crews 


Cruising epeeds | 


ernate from trap 
snooting to bomb trainer the first three 
heurs each morning, A goodly spirit of 
competition has sprung up between combat 
crews as well as between officers and 
men and between armament, radio and en- 
Zineering sections. So far, honors at 
traps go to Lieuts. J, A. Miller and 


| W.W. Bowman, with their combat crews of 





| 
| 


| ported by "Joe 


Staff Sergeant Hobbs, Corporal Siedband, 
Private Ruskowsky and Staff Sergeant 
Stockwell, Private lst Class Burgess 
and Frivate Cook, neapan tavedy:. Lieut. 
N.B. Harbold has individual high score 
of 23 out of 25. 

The spirit of competition carries ex- 
cited interest into the other phases of 
training. Gunners vie the best camera 
gun shots and machine gun scores. Squad- 
ron prizes are offered each month to the 
best trained combat crew. Bombing and 
aerial gunnery records count along with 
traps, pistol, camera gun and ground ma- 
chine gun scores. 

Each rainy morning at 10:30, all 
pilots gather for an hour of navigation 
class. "Skippy" Harbold is ably sup- 

' Miller on our teaching 
staff. 

Many of us are housing refugees from 
the war in China. Wives and children 
arrived on the $.S, PRESIDENT HOOVER 
with their family heads still up in the 
Chinese hills and all means of communi- 
cation blocked. The men did not know 
that their homes were broken up or where 
their families were, Private Dunning, 
of the 28th Radio Section, proved him- 
self "a friend in need" with his amateur 
radio station at Nichols Field. He has 
been in constant communication with 
(Continued on Page 19). 

V~7514, A.C. 





ne a ae 
* 








creer ne a 








| 


6 A SEK ¢ 


2p ey et cree em eee 





on 


* SMELT 


SR RST cok rae 


pe e-em nen 


PE EL 
srsaranaiticianie itn ales toer tebee 





THE 1500 H.P, ENGINE 


In the October issue of the Journal of | 
the Society of Automotive ineers, Mr. | 
A4.L. Beall, Vice President of that Soci- 
ety, Representing Aircraft-Engine Acti- 
vity, states that "Unquestionably, in 
tlhe engine field, the development of the 

reatest interest in the year 1937-is 

ue 1500 horsepower engine. / 

The engine of 1000 horsepower was the 
prodact of steady but slow gercwth over a 
period cf years with a takeoff horsepower 
output in four figures representing the 
climax of a series of small increeses in 
horsepower made possible by better de- 
signs and better materials. 

Apparently, the aircraft industry has 
arrived at the conclusion that there are 
many edvantages in the use cf two engine 
as sppones to four, which can be realiz-'! 
ed if the total power output is not seri- 
ously below that of four engines at take- 
off. Eccnomy of installation cf two en-| 
gines, the reduced maintenance, and the | 
greater simplicity of controls for the 

ilot with two engines, as compared with 

our, all have a cistinct appeal to the 
aircreft industry. 

Coincident with the crystallization of 
thought in favor of two engines of ade- 
et power came the fourteen-cylinder 

wo-roW radial engine with 1500 brake 
horsepower for takeoff end commensurate 
cruis ng output. No development in the 
engine field in recent years has been 
more timely cr accomplished with fewer 
pangs of caibeeee se 
te eler 


THE TRICYCLE LANDING GEAR 


Mr. Fred E, Weick, Society of Automo- 
tive Engineers Vice President, Represent- 
ing Aircraft Activity, discussing the 
tricycle landing gear in the October 
issue of the §.4.8. Journal, states that 
the application, as carried on jointly 
by the Army Air Corps and the Douglas 
Company of that lan ing gear to iarger 
airplanes constituted the most interest- 
ing development in aircraft during the 
pase twelve months, in his opinion, and 

e alludes to himself as an admittedly 
Prggudtoed observer. 

"The transport airplane," he says, 
"should be benefited in three distinct 
ways by the adoption of the tricycle 
landing gear. iret, blind landings 
will be easier, for the senGang Can be 
made at reasonable speed without ne- 
cessarily leveling off the flight path 
bvefcre contact with assurance that the | 
&irplane will stay on the ground after 
contact is made. In addition, full ap- 
Plication of the brakes Cae the en- 
tire goat run can be made without dan- 
ger ot nosing over. ag es because the 

ricycle gear is stable in taxiing and . 
free from the tendency to ground loop, 
ately 








iandinga can be made easily and 1 


with the wind blowing strongly acroes 
the runway, and it therefore seems like- 
ly that ad gh bee his only one ne 
runway may be satisfactory. Third, the 
tricycle gear should contribute to the 


| comfort of transport passengers for the 


fuselage floor is level when the air- 
Plane is on the ground. 

Experiments in application of the tri- 
cycle gear to larger airplanes have been 
carried on by the Air Corps and the 
Douglas Comp in a sound and thorough 
manner. Starting with the information 
gained from installations on small air- 
planes, systematic ground tests were 
made with a towed carriage fitted with a 
tricycle gear, several features of which 
could be varied. After these tests a 
tricycle gear was fitted to a Douglas 
Lolphin hibian having a gross weight 
of 9,000 1b. This was put through a 
series of take-off and landing tests and 
then flown by many different Air Corps 
pilots at various Air Corps fields 
throughout the country. 

During the same time the N.A.C.A, has 
been continuing the investigation of 
certain factors connected with tricycle 
gears, particularly those having to do 
with the possible shimmying of the front 
wheel which would be serious if it oc- 
curred on larger airplanes. 

With this background, the next step 
in the development is now taking place 
in the use of a tricycle gear on the 
new forty-passenger Douglas DC4 four- 
motored transport having a gross weight 
of 60 ,000 lb. which is now being complet. 
ed. 

-~--000 --- 


News from the Philippines 
(Continued from Page 13). 





"Hams" in China, sending and receiving 
news of home and family. 

Manila has taken on a new aspect with 
sO vy refugee visitors. Ships leave 
cargo bound for Shanghai and complete 
business enterprises have moved into 
town. Nichols Field has no end of tech- 
nical advice available, since engineers 
and technicians of Pratt & Whitney, 
Martin, Wright and Northrop have moved 
in, en masse, evacuating China in favor 
of Manila. Even the night life of our 
great city has picked up considerably 
with the addition of Argentine orchestra 
and a wealth of entertainers fron 


| Shanghai, 


~---000--- 


Electric Razors and Radio 
ontinue rom Page Id). 


on and discovered the perpetrator of 
the crime. The storeroom keeper in a 
nearby shop was completely blanking out 
all transmission by using his electric 
razor. 
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97TH SQUADRON BUSY AS ONE-ARLED PAPERHANGER 
By the litchel Field Correspondent 


When the cold wintry winds blow and the heavy 
snows begin tc drift (for winds will blow and 
snow will drift) at the Air Base at Mitchel 
Field this winter, one of the busiest cutfits 
at that station will no doubt do a little 
"ground flying'' in memory of the busy and well- 
spent suzmer of 1937. The 97th Observation 
Syuadron, one of the earliest and most active 
o> the recently created Corps & Army Aviaticn 
units, after having completed two periods of 
ammuel field training exercises, participated 
in First Army Conmand Pest Exercises. Individ- 
ual pilot's proficiency training, annual Wer 
Department Training Directive Program, and co- 
operative missions with nineteen line organiza- 
tions at twenty-one different points covering 
three Corps Areas were also carried out. In 
spite of this, they are not even now sitting 
buck in their cockpits for a few winks of 
sleep, for they have already completed much 
of their current Training Directive and grcund 
school for officers and men. The 97th insists 
that they have Deen busier than the proverbial 
cat cn the tin roof! 

The fact that this Squadron does not belong 
to the 9th Bombardment Group, GHO Air Force, 
based at Mitchel Field, is not indicative of a 
"back seat'' in flying or tactical operations. 
They began the celendar year with a 3day univ 
trip to Jacksonville, Fla., which was actually 
a edown cruise for the then recently acquir- 
ed O-46 airplanes. In late May, the Squadron 
moved planes and barracks bags to Groton, Conn., 
where it rermined for a two weeks' visit, tac- 
tically as guests of the Comnecticut National 
Guard, but socially as guests of the Submarine 
Base and Coast Guard. This constituted field 
training for the Fiscal Year 1937. The after- 
math was the predicament of the lone sub-bather 
at Napatroe, who insisted his mid-day siesta 
had been rudely interrupted by the stray lead 
pellets of winged death sprouting from an itin- 
erent airplane. He was so mortally scared that 
he could not accurately describe the plane, but 
did survive to tell the tale. After returning 
from this trip, the 97th squadron began e three- 
week session of answering questions and clean- 
ing slightly soiled airplanes for the one or 
two future generals temporarily disguised and 
absolutely incognito among 300 First Class 
cadets of the United States Military Acaceny. 

When the First Army began drafting plans for 
@ map and paper war at Fort Devens, Mass., in 
late August, it was the 97th Squadron which was 
called upon to provide the only authentic or 
warlike atmosphere exhibited in the entire en 
gagement. It was during this assignment that 
the Squadron flew an 0-39 airplane in an entire- 
ly new and radical type of mission, scattering 
Prestone over the historical New England farm 
meadows. Incidentally, the performance of this 
Attack Aviation mission is believed to be defin- 
ite proof of the versatility of the 97th - and 
the 5-39 

It has been the cooperative missions with 
ground units, however, which claimed the inter- 
est and attention of the majority of the flying 





personnel. Between the Ohio River Valley flood 


photography in February and the Fort Totten 
Coast Artillery Anti~aircraft searchlight track- 
ing in September stretches a long line of tar- 
get towing, aimground liaison by radio, 

and pick-up missions, panel missions, and artil- 
lery adjustment. In fact, service missions for 
all branches of the Army, together with command 
and reoonnaissance missions for all types of 
se poy -y platoon to Arny included, were the 
u run of tae sumer. In many cases, air 
plane and observation team operated for several 
days or a week from temporary bases and camps 
in conjunction with such troops and, occasion- 
ally, flying from a field fifteen or more miles 
from the camp of ground troops. At such times, 
flying personnel serviced and attended the me- 
chanical upkeep of their planes and mteriel, 
flew extensively during all hours of day and 
night, and attended conferences and critiques. 

The aim of the Squadron throughout this work 
has been to develop high team work and a proper 
understanding of all methods of inter-comnni- 
cation between Observation Aviation and ground 
units. The experience gained by pilots and ob- 
servers on these missions has been especially 
valuable in that they so nearly coincide with 
the type of work which it is anticipated Corps 
and Army aviation may be expected to perform 
under wartime operations. 

Much credit for the success of the Squadron's 
activities is due to Mejor George C. McDonald, 
Air Corps, former Skipper, now attending the 
Coumand and General Staff School. The present 
Squadron Commander is Major Charles A. Horn, 
Air Corps, who was relieved as Base Operations 
Officer, Mitchel Field, for this duty. 

~--000--- 


19TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP EXERCISES 


Under the general supervision of Brigadier 
General Delos C. Emmons, First Wing Conmander, 
GHQ Air Force, March Field, Calif., the 19th 
Bombardment Group conducted one of the most 
successful minor joint exercises held between 
the Army and Navy in many a year. The general 
purposes of the problem were to practice and 
determine the bombing accuracy at high alti- 
tudes ageinst a fast moving towed target. Sneci 
al purposes were to test end determine the pre- 
sent communications set-up and the relative 
merits of individual versus formation, as well 
as the various vombing patterns best suited to 
such targets. The Commanding General was es- 
pecially pleased with the splendid cooperation 
between the officers of both services. Special 
appreciation is expressed to Captain A.L. 
Bristol, USN, in commend; Lieut. Commander 
Caldwell, of the BOGGS; Lieut. Conmander Pope 
of Patrol Squadron Eleven, and to Lieut. Com 
mender Hollend, Liaison Officer at March Field. 

The immediate control of the exercises was 
charged to the 19th Bombardment Group, GHQ Air 
Force, commanded by Lieut. Colonel H.S.Burwell, 
Air Corps, assisted by Major J.K. Cannon, Air 
Sorps, Operations Officer. The Group consisted 
of three squadrons, two of B-10B airplanes com 
mended by Major W.R. Peck and Captain C.I. 
Ferris, respectively, and one of B-18 airplanes 
commanded by Major D.V. Geffney. 

No overt or minor difficulties served to mar 
vV-7514, A.C. 
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the general training or success of the exercis- 

es- Colonel Burwell expressed himself es deep- 

ly eppreciative of the zealous and energetic 

manner in which all officers and men of his 

comrand carried out “er share of the problem 
-~=—O O- 


FLYING PROPELLER KILLS NACIONAL GUARD OFFICER 


While standing in the ere acd some distance in 
front of the airplane in ch he was about to 
make e flight, Captain Gecrge G. Adams, of the 
154th Observetion Scuadron, Arkansas Naticnal 
Guard, was the victim in one cf those wmusual 
accidents which happen on very rare occasions. 
The mecianic, who was asked to + the plane 
out of the hangar to the field, entered the — 
cockpit and started the motor. Just before he 
was ready to put the plane in mtion, he reel- 
ized that something hed ened. He shut off 
the motor, and looking forward saw Captain 
Adems lying on the hangar floor directly in 
front of the plane. A witness standing near 
the end of the left wing of the plane stated 
that the motor had run about 15 seconds when 
the propeller flew off, struck the floor about 
14 feet in front cf the plane, and bounced for 
ward to strike Captain Adams, whose body was 
found about 36 feet in front of the plane. The 
propeller continued horizontally near the 
floor, passed under three other ships and 

a near the east wall of the building, 
about 104 feet awey from the plene. 

Captain Adems wes born in Little Rock, Ark., 
September 5, 1899. After attending the Little 
Rock public schools, he entered Sewanee Mili- 
tary Acedemy at Sewanee, Tenn., and at the out- 
break of the World War resigned to enlist in 
the Army. He was assigned to a heavy tank 
corps and saw service in France until the Armis- 
tice. He later served with the Army of Occupa- 
tion, and was mustered out of the service in 
the Spring of 1919. 

Receiving flying instruction at a commercial 
school, Captain Adams, in 1929, joined the 
154th Observation Squadron as a second lieuten- 
ent. He was lator promoted to first lieutenant, 
and in June, 1936, to tain. He was regarded 
as one cf the most efficient pilots in the or- 
ganization. 

During the time he was a member of the City 
Council of Little Rock, Captain Adams served 
several times as Acting Mayor. Greatly inter- 
ested in aviation matters, he served as chair- 
man of the Airport Committee of the Council ,and 
was instrumental in securing the concrete run- 
way recently comleted at a cost of $137,000. 

The News Letter Correspondent states that 
"This is the first fatality in the Squadron 
since its organization in April, 1925. Captain 
Adems, or 'El Capitan,' as he was affectionately 
known among his fellow officers, acted as Opera- 
tions Officer at our last encampment during the 
maneuvers at Fort Riley, Kansas. He performed 
his duties as Operations Officer so efficiently 
shat he was praised very highly by the Regular 
Army officers of the Second Cavalry Division, 
Fort Riley, Kansas. To meet his death on the 
agen through no fault of his own, is tragic, 





say the least."' The Correspondent further 


states that the name of the Little Rock Mnni- 
cipal Airport has been changed to "Adams 
Field,'' in honor of Captain Adams. 
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DUTY ASSIGNMENTS OF ADVANCED SCHOOL GRADUATES 


Under Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, the commissioned officers who 
reduated on October 6th from the Advanced Fly- 
te School, Kelly Field, Texas, were transfer» 
red to the Air Corps, effective October 1, 
1937, with rank as of the date of their gradu- 
ation from the U.S. Military Academy. These 
new Air Corps officers were assigned to duty 
with the Air Corps at the stations indicated: 
Philippine Pees sailing from San 
Tancisco, ., about January 28, 1938: 
Second Lieutenants 
John K. Arnold, dr., Gea-C. 
Carl K. Bowen, Jr., Field Artillery 
Cecil E. Combs, Cavalry 
Conrad F. Necrason, Signal Corps 
Edward E.L. Purke, Infantry 
John M. Bartelia, Infantry 
Williem E. Covington, Jr., Infantry 
Williem M. McBee, Infantry. 
Joseph W. Nazarro, Infantry. 
Panam, Canal Department, sailing from 
harlesten, 5$.c., November 5, 19357: 


Carl. T. Goldenberg, Infantry 
Carl M. Parks, Infantry 
William W. Jones, Infantry 
Yon R. Shores, Jr., Infantry 
John R. Kelly, Infantry 








| George P. Champion, Infantry 


Frenk W. Gillespie, Coast Artiliery 
Charles M. McCorkle, Field Artillery 
Robert D. Gapen, Field Artillery 
James W. Twaddell, Jr., Cavalry 
Dwight 0. Monteith, Corps of Engineers 
Fawaiian Department, sailing from San Francis- 
co, sovember 13, 1917: 
Frederick Bell, Coast Artillery Corps 
Richari H. Cermichael, Field Artillery 
Fredsrick R. Terrell. Field Artillery 
Clinton D. Vincent, Field Artillery 
Turner C. Rogers, Infantr 
Laurence J. Ellert, Infantry 
Mitchel Field, N.Y.: 
Wallace C. Barrett, Infantry, for duty with 
the 27th Observation Squadron. 
Maxwell Field, Alabam: 
William B. Grohs, Cavalry 
Clinton U. True, Infantry 
Brocs Field, Texas: 
Ciar« L. Sos-er, Infantry 
Ernest S. Holmes, Jr., Infantry. 
Charles B. Stewart, Coast Artillery Corps 
Norman C. Spencer, Jr., Field Artillery 
Moffett Field, Calif.: 
vay D. Rutledge, Ur., Field Artillery 


Selfridge Field, Mich. : 
iiiiam L. Kim , infantry 
bert P. Clark, Jr., Cavalry 


hooey ie Va. ¢ 
em G. Lee, Jr., Infantry 


Chamite Field, Ill.: 
Seward L. Hulse, Jr., Field Artillery 
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MOSAIC PHOTOGRAPHY FOR U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
leting a 1,380-square mile project cf 
mosaic photography for the J.S. Geolozicel Sur-| 
vey, a photographic ship of the 23rd Photo Sec- | 
tion, with lst Lieut. Paul Hanley as pilot, re-| 
turned to March Field on September 29th. | 
With Technical Sergeant William M. Brees, of | 
the 23rd Photo Section, as the photographer and} 
Corporal Victor Woodwerd, of the 38th Reconnais}+ 
sance ron, as mechanic and crew chief, Lt. | 
Hanley lifted the Fairchild C-8A from the March | 
Field mat on Sevtexnber 9th and proceeded to 
Montana, via Las Vegas, Nevada, and Salt Lake | 
City, Utah. 

At West Yellowstone, where work began, the 
men were delayed for seven days due to clouds. 
When the weather finally cleared up, allowing 
them to continue work, they made rapid progress | 
for several days until snowfall forced tl.em to | 
abandon that ares. | 

From Yellowstone, the men flew to Boise, Idah| 
Idaho, on the second leg of their project, and 
thence to Eugene, Oregon, where the mission wes 
completed. | 

During the photographic opezations, Lieut. 
Hanley flew at altitudes from 15,000 to 21,500 | 
feet, where extreme cold was encountered, ne- | 
cessitating the use of a considerable amount of : 
oxygen. The cebin heater kept the cabin tem | 
ee of the Fairchild at about 25 degrees | 

-, when outside temperatures were down as low | 
@s six degrees below zero. | 

Using a K-28 (Fairchild) 82" focal lencth 
camera, Serzeant Brees made a total of 1200 ex-| 

osures, 7'' x S'' each, everyone of which he 

oaded, unloaded and developed in improvised | 
dark rooms without the loss of a single expos- | 
ure. 

Upon returning to Merch Field, via Medford, 
Oregon; Sacramento and Bekersfield, CaliZ., 
Lieut. Hanley said that the office of the 
Geological Survey at Sacramento had cxpressed | 
both pleasure and surprise at the rapidity with} 
which the expedition completed the mission. The} 
photo materiel gathered will be an inveluable | 
aid to the Geologicel Survey in mking and im | 
proving s of the areas photogrephed. 

Lieut. ey also stated that the airplane, | 
which had a total of 61 hours’ flying time, 
functioned perfectly despite the fact that they! 
were at times forced to use inferior grade gas-| 
cline, and that Corporal Woodward's excellent | 
sdrvices as crew chief were mainly responsible , 
for the plane's performance. 

---000--- | 


The News Letter Correspondent of the 154th | 
Observation 6 ee National Guard, | 
Little Rock, Ark., states that the new Squadron! 
hengar is practically completed and "we have | 
already begun moving into it. Within the next 
month, all the details should be completed, and 
we hope to be able to furnish a room so that 
we will be able to take care of all visiting 
pilots who care to spend the night with us. We 
are very proud of our new hangar and we are 
planning to have a formal opening some time 
within the near future." 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS 
Changes of Station 





To Randolph Field, Texas: Major Harvey W. 
Prosser, Captain Shelton E. Prudhonme, lst Lts. 
Richard A. Legg and Francis M. Zeigler from the 
Philippines; Ist Lieut. John M. Price, from 
Pana. 

To Buffalo, N.Y.: Major Arthur E. Simonin, 
from Middletown, Fa., Air Depot, to duty as 
Air Corps Representative at the plant of the 
Curtiss-Wright Corporation. 

To San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Tex.: 
Captain Clerence F. Horton, from Maxwell 
Field, Ala. 

Active Duty for Seconi Lieutenants, Air Reserve 
derbert Arthur Dorr, North Adams, Masse, as- 














| Signec to Langley Field, Va., to November 1,194’ 


Lowery L. Brabham, Montgomery, Ala., assigned 
to Randolph Field, Texas, to October 2, 1940. 

Walter Paul Piehl, Evanston, Ill., assigned tc 
Randolph Field, Texas, to October 6, 1940. 

Arthur Hanson, Estherville, Iowa, assigned to 
Rockwell Air Depot, Calif., to October 14,1940. 


Second Lieut. Norman A. Loeb, Cavalry, re- 
lieved from assignment and duty at Randolph 


| Field, Texes, and assigned to 4th Cavalry,with 


station at Fort Meade, S.D. 


Cantain Jack Greer, Air Corps, appointed to 
os ape rank of Major, effective October ll, 
1917. 


Orders assigning Major Charles M. Savage, 
from Rockwell Air Depot, to Fort Lewis, Wash., 
revoked. 


Colonel Theodore a. Baldwin, Jr., Air Corps, 
to go on retired list on November 30, 1937, 
at his own request, after more than 39 years' 
service. 


Lieut. Colonel Coleridge L. Beavan, Medical 
Corps, who has teen on duty at the School of 
Aviation Medicine, Randolph Field, Texas, as 
Assistant Commandant, has been assigned to duty 
as Cormandant of this School, effective upon 
the retirement from active service of Colonel 
Arnold D. Tuttse, Medical Corps, the present 
Cormandant. Colonel Beavan, several years ago, 
was on duty in Washington, D.C., in the 
Medical Section, Office of the Chief of the 
Air Corps. 


---000--- 


Mejor Newton Longfellow, Air Corps, Command- 
ing Officer of the 88th Reconnaissance Squadron, 
Hamilton Field, Calif., recently flew to Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, to attend s meeting of 
leading dead-reckoning navigators of the Arny, 
whose purpose it was to inguire into the useful- 
ness and the tactics resulting from the new 
navigation equipment necessary to obtain the 
utmost from ultra-long range airplanes now being 
used by the GHQ Air Force. Major Longfellow 
—_ the trip to Wright Field in a B-10B Martin 

er. 
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